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GLOBAL  DIMENSIONS  OF  ANTI-SEMITISM 


TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  8,  1994 

House  of  Representatives, 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs 
Subcommittee  on  International  Security, 
International  Organizations  &  Human  Rights 

Washington,  DC. 

The  subcommittee  met,  pursuant  to  call,  at  9:32  a.m.,  in  room 
2172,  Rayburn  House  Office  Building,  Hon.  Tom  Lantos  (chairman 
of  the  subcommittee)  presiding. 

Mr.  Lantos.  First  of  all,  let  me  say  how  delighted  I  am  to  have 
everybody  here. 

The  Subcommittee  on  International  Securitv,  International  Orga- 
nizations &  Human  Rights  will  examine  today  the  global  dimen- 
sions of  anti-Semitism.  Although  the  testimony  at  today's  hearing 
will  largely  concern  anti-Semitism  in  Europe,  South  America  and 
South  Africa,  a  recent  incident  has  revealed  that  here  in  the  Unit- 
ed States,  we  are  not  immune  from  the  plague  of  racial  and  reli- 
gious bigotry. 

Fortunately,  public  outrage  against  the  vile  anti-Semitic  speech 
of  Nation  of  Islam's  Kahlid  Abdul  Muhammad  has  been  swift  and 
certain.  Nevertheless,  Mr.  Muhammad  did  not  speak  in  a  vacuum. 
We  must  ask  ourselves  how  and  why  he  found  a  receptive  audience 
of  Kean  College  students  who  laughed  and  clapped  during  the  infa- 
mous speech. 

Let  me  mention  parenthetically,  that  with  a  group  of  distin- 
guished colleagues  of  the  Democratic  leadership,  the  Republican 
leadership,  and  my  Black  colleagues  in  Congress,  I  have  introduced 
the  resolution  condemning  this  outrage  at  Kean  College,  and  we  ex- 
pect to  have  action  on  this  on  the  floor  of  the  House  in  the  very 
near  future. 

As  we  near  the  end  of  the  20th  century,  surely  the  most  deadly 
100  years  in  the  history  of  man,  there  are  some  encouraging  signs 
that  we  human  beings  are  finally  learning  that  exclusive  identifica- 
tion with  narrow  sectarian  interests  comes  at  an  unacceptably  high 
cost  in  our  modern  world.  Despite  the  carnage  in  Sarajevo  and  So- 
malia, in  other  parts  of  the  world,  in  South  Africa  and  the  Middle 
East,  there  are  serious  efforts  on  the  way  to  end  the  violence,  and 
to  heal  long  standing  divisions  which  have  torn  these  countries 
apart. 

But,  there  is  another  trend  as  well,  one  that  has  long  exerted  its 
dangerous  siren  call  over  the  disenfranchised,  the  marginalized, 
the  brooding  underachiever  seething  with  resentment  at  a  seem- 
ingly indifferent  society.  It  is  the  knee  jerk  reaction  of  blaming  the 
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neighbor  who  is  different,  the  outsider,  for  all  the  woes  of  contem- 
porary life,  whether  they  be  economic,  social,  political  or  spiritual. 

This  hateful  phenomenon  goes  by  many  names.  Today  we  will 
use  anti-Semitism,  but  there  are  others,  just  as  this  pervasive  evil 
manifests  itself  in  countless  ways. 

Many  parts  of  the  world  are  going  through  tremendous  upheaval, 
but  perhaps  no  region  more  so  than  the  former  Soviet  Union  and 
Central  and  Eastern  Europe,  where  an  entire  system  of  belief  was 
abruptly  exposed  for  the  morally  bankrupt  ideology  that  it  was.  Al- 
though the  debunking  of  Communism  is  a  welcome  event,  the  peo- 
ple who  labored  under  it  are  now  faced  with  an  unprecedented  ad- 
justment as  they  learn  to  cope  with  a  new,  hard-edged  system  that 
lacks  the  uncertainties  of  the  former  orthodoxy  and  has  yet  to  de- 
liver on  its  own  promises.  This  dislocation  has  provoked  some  deep- 
ly disturbing  developments,  including  the  recent  electoral  victories 
of  the  neo-fascist  Russian  leader  Vladimir  Zhirinovsky. 

In  Germany,  unification  is  proving  to  be  a  very  mixed  blessing, 
at  least  in  the  short  run,  as  the  country  grapples  with  the  huge  po- 
litical and  economic  costs  of  integrating  the  East  into  the  former 
Federal  Republic.  The  social  challenges  of  unification  have  un- 
leashed a  ferocious  wave  of  right-wing  extremism  that  has  horrified 
millions  of  Germans  and  the  entire  international  community. 

In  the  rest  of  Western  Europe,  the  rhythms  and  norms  of  daily 
life  are  also  changing,  as  large  foreign  communities  and  the  huge 
influx  of  refugees  and  immigrants  make  their  mark  on  society. 
There  are  those  who  feel  threatened  by  the  rapidity  of  change,  and 
want  to  turn  back  the  clock  in  the  mistaken  belief  that  life  was  bet- 
ter and  more  manageable  before  the  others  came. 

Thus,  even  as  the  process  of  West  European  integration  proceeds 
apace,  we  can  also  see  atavistic  backlashes  aiming  at  fencing  off, 
dividing  and  segregating  people  from  each  other. 

It  is  axiomatic  to  say  that  times  of  transition  often  lead  to  the 
scapegoating  of  minority  elements  in  society,  as  the  ordinary  per- 
son tries  to  find  simple  ways  of  explaining  the  turmoil  around  him. 
But,  the  continued  force  of  anti-Semitism  cannot  be  categorized 
and  filed  away  so  easily. 

In  1994,  after  what  the  world  knows  of  the  Holocaust,  it  would 
appear  truly  unimaginable,  and  it  certainly  is  unacceptable,  that 
anti-Semitism  could  oe  as  prevalent  as  it  is  today  in  so  many  lands 
that  know  its  malevolence  firsthand. 

Yet,  at  the  same  time,  we  have  seen  in  Europe  and  Latin  Amer- 
ica a  sincere  and  eloquent  reaction  against  the  hate  groups  by  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  concerned  persons  who  are  committed  to 
keeping  their  societies  open  and  tolerant. 

Concluding  these  introductory  remarks,  let  me  welcome  our  dis- 
tinguished guests  and  witnesses.  As  president  of  the  World  Jewish 
Congress,  Edgar  Bronfman  heads  one  of  the  world's  leading  human 
rights  organizations.  Under  his  leadership,  the  World  Jewish  Con- 
gress has  expanded  its  efforts  to  encourage  nations  to  expand  diplo- 
matic relations  with  the  State  of  Israel  and  to  protect  the  political 
and  economic  rights  of  the  Jewish  population  in  Eastern  Europe, 
Latin  America  and  in  the  Arab  world. 

There  must  have  been  many  moving  moments  in  Mr.  Bronfman's 
long  and  distinguished  struggle  for  the  Jewish  people,  but  probably 


none  more  memorable  than  the  commemoration  of  the  50th  anni- 
versary of  the  Warsaw  Ghetto  uprising  where,  at  a  remarkable 
ceremony,  Vice  President  Gore  represented  the  United  States, 
Prime  Minister  Rabin,  the  State  of  Israel,  President  Lech  Walesa, 
Poland  and  Mr.  Bronfman,  the  Jewish  community.  I  had  the  pleas- 
ure of  representing  the  United  States  at  that  event,  and  that  cere- 
mony at  night  in  Warsaw  will  remain  with  me,  as  I  am  sure  it  will 
remain  with  you,  Edgar,  as  long  as  we  live. 

A  panel  of  witnesses  will  address  anti-Semitism  in  Europe,  South 
America  and  South  Africa.  Michael  Chlenov,  chairman  of  the  Fed- 
eration of  Jewish  Communities  and  Organizations  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Independent  States;  Ignatz  Bubis,  president  of  the  Ger- 
man Jewish  Community;  Jean  Kahn,  president  of  the  European 
Jewish  Congress  and  the  French  Jewish  Community. 

We  will  also  hear  from  Dr.  Ruben  Beraja,  president  of  the  Argen- 
tine Jewish  community,  who  will  speak  on  trends  in  South  Amer- 
ica. South  African  trends  will  be  addressed  by  Seymour  Kopelowitz. 

Our  final  panel  of  witnesses  will  provide  us  with  an  overview  of 
these  complex  and  important  issues.  I  am  delighted  to  welcome  my 
old  friend  and  distinguished  colleague,  the  Honorable  Greville 
Janner,  a  member  of  Parliament  in  the  United  Kingdom.  He  will 
discuss  the  work  of  the  Inter-Parliamentary  Council  Against  Anti- 
Semitism.  My  good  friend,  Professor  Irwin  Cotler  of  Canada,  chair- 
man of  the  Human  Rights  Commission  of  the  World  Jewish  Con- 
gress, will  report  on  the  relationship  between  human  rights  and 
anti-Semitism. 

We  will  hear  concluding  remarks  fi-om  Israel  Singer,  secretary 
general  of  the  World  Jewish  Congress,  one  of  whose  achievements 
is  clearly  his  son,  who  served  as  one  of  the  finest  interns  I  ever  had 
in  my  office. 

I  would  like  to  express  my  deep  appreciation  to  the  staff  of  the 
Congressional  Human  Rights  Caucus  for  assisting  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  this  hearing  and  in  preparing  invaluable  materials  for  it, 
Alex  Arriga,  Karen  Davis  and  Heidi  Gash. 

From  the  subcommittee  staff,  I  want  to  recognize  Andrea  Nelson, 
Beth  Poisson,  Jo  Weber,  and  from  the  Republican  side,  the  most 
able  colleague,  Mike  Ennis. 

Before  turning  to  our  invited  witnesses,  I  am  delighted  to  be 
joined  by  colleagues  in  the  Congress,  Republicans  and  Democrats, 
who  have  been  in  the  forefront  of  the  fight  against  anti-Semitism. 
I  would  first  like  to  call  on  my  good  friend  and  colleague  from  New 
Hampshire,  Congressman  Dick  Swett.i 

Mr.  SWETT.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  am  grateful 
to  be  here  today  to  address  an  issue  of  great  concern  to  me,  anti- 
Semitism  and  its  global  dimensions.  I  have  a  very  personal  reason 
to  stand  in  implacable  opposition  to  this  most  perverse  form  of  rac- 
ism and  discrimination.  As  many  of  you  know,  my  wife  is  the 
daughter  of  our  distinguished  chairman,  Tom  Lantos,  the  only  Hol- 
ocaust survivor  elected  to  the  U.S.  Congress.  Her  mother,  Annette 
Lantos  is  also  a  survivor. 

Tom  and  Annette  saw  their  entire  extended  families  wiped  out 
when  Adolf  Eichman  arrived  in  Budapest,  Hungary  to  implement 


1  Chairman  Lantos'  prepared  statement  appears  in  the  appendix. 


Hitler's  final  solution  against  the  Jews  there.  If  it  had  not  been  for 
the  heroic  efforts  of  Raoul  Wallenberg  in  saving  the  lives  of  Tom 
and  Annette,  my  wife,  Katrina,  would  never  have  been  born,  and 
I  would  not  have  the  six  wonderful  children  that  I  now  have. 

The  threat  of  anti-Semitism  cannot  be  more  poignant  for  me. 
Less  than  a  half  century  ago,  if  my  wife  and  six  children  had  lived 
in  Hungary  or  any  number  of  other  countries  under  the  domination 
of  Nazi  Germany,  they  would  have  been  declared  racially  unfit  to 
live.  They  could  have  been  forced  into  cattle  cars  by  Nazi  soldiers 
or  Hungarian  Arrow  Cross,  and  sent  to  Auschwitz,  as  Tom  Lantos' 
mother  was.  Or,  they  could  have  been  lined  up  on  the  banks  of  the 
Danube,  and  shot  in  the  back  and  pushed  into  the  river,  as  Annette 
Lantos'  father  was. 

Unfortunately,  these  tragic  and  unthinkable  events  are  not  sim- 
ply a  memory  of  the  past.  Just  a  couple  of  months  ago,  shortly  after 
the  United  States  granted  Romania  Most-Favored  Nation  trade 
status,  a  statue  was  dedicated  near  Romania's  capital  honoring 
Marshall  Ion  Antonescu,  Romania's  World  War  II  fascist  dictator, 
who  was  responsible  for  the  deaths  of  over  250,000  Jews. 

These  are  but  a  few  examples  of  why  I  believe  these  hearings  are 
so  important.  I  am  proud  to  be  a  cosponsor  of  the  resolution  that 
the  chairman  spoke  about  in  his  opening  remarks  condemning  anti- 
Semitism  by  a  leader  of  the  Nation  of  Islam.  I  came  to  Congress 
to  fight  against  these  injustices,  these  violent  and  intolerable  acts 
against  humanity. 

We  can  look  from  Bosnia  to  Somalia  to  the  very  streets  of  our 
own  inner  cities,  where  we  find  the  decay  of  society  tearing  us 
apart  as  human  beings.  We  really  have  no  choice  but  to  rise  up  and 
to  speak  loudly  and  clearly  and  often  against  these  acts  of  hatred. 
We  only  join  the  ranks  of  racists  and  bigots  if  we  remain  silent. 

I  am  an  architect  by  profession  and  I  look  at  buildings,  not  to  see 
the  paintings  on  the  wall  or  the  color  and  the  detail,  but  to  exam- 
ine the  structure  that  underlies  the  facade.  I  think  as  we  look  at 
the  architecture  of  society,  we  see  that  the  underlying  structure  is 
in  decay.  Somehow,  we  have  got  to  get  at  that  structure,  and  figure 
out  how  it  can  be  strengthened  once  again,  so  that  all  people — 
Jews,  Catholics,  Afro-Americans,  Caucasians — all  people  can  learn 
how  to  live  as  a  community. 

We  have  a  structure  of  society  that  allows  us  each  our  own  indi- 
vidual space,  but  there  are  public  spaces  where  we  must  come  to- 
gether and  we  must  interact,  and  it  is  a  tragedy  of  immense  pro- 
portions when  we  find  that  our  public  squares  and  market  places 
are  being  used  as  bombing  sites  where  innocent  people,  including 
women  and  children,  are  destroyed. 

As  violent  conflicts  and  hate  crimes  escalate  between  ethnic 
groups  and  nationalities  around  the  world,  incidents  of  anti-Semitic 
insults  and  assaults  become  more  and  more  prevalent.  Jews  are 
treated  as  scapegoats,  as  they  were  during  World  War  II.  With  se- 
rious economic  problems,  unemployment  and  financial  uncertainty, 
conditions  are  favorable  for  the  spontaneous  eruption  of  anti-Semi- 
tism. Even  in  very  homogeneous  communities,  such  as  my  home 
state  of  New  Hampshire,  we  are  seeing  an  upsurge  of  anti-Semitic 
acts. 


According  to  Michael  Chlenov,  Chairman  of  the  Federation  of 
Jewish  communities  and  organizations  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Independent  States,  60  to  70  newspapers,  with  a  total  daily  circula- 
tion of  more  than  1  million  copies,  frequently  publish  anti-Semitic 
material.  But  we  do  not  have  to  look  abroad  for  evidence  of  anti- 
Semitism.  Last  year,  the  Anti-Defamation  League  reported  some 
1,720  incidents  of  anti-Semitism  in  39  states  and  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. This  is  the  seventh  year  that  the  ADL  has  reported  in- 
creasing levels  of  anti-Semitic  acts  in  our  Nation. 

As  the  recent  remarks  of  the  high  ranking  leader  of  the  Nation 
of  Islam  pointed  out,  the  climate  for  anti-Semitism  is  ripe  not  only 
around  the  world,  but  here  at  home,  as  well. 

Let  me  commend  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  holding  this  open  hear- 
ing concerning  the  global  dimensions  of  anti-Semitism,  for  bringing 
together  this  very  impressive  and  distinguished  panel  to  focus  at- 
tention on  this  most  serious  problem.  As  long  as  manifestations  of 
anti-Semitism  persist  in  any  form,  we  must  continue  to  raise  our 
voices  in  protest. 

I  look  forward  to  the  day  when  this  will  no  longer  be  necessary, 
but  that  day  has  not  yet  arrived.  We  must  never  forget  those  who 
still  suffer  from  violence  and  persecution  due  to  anti-Semitism. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  grateful  for  this  opportunity  to  address  the 
subcommittee.  I  am  honored  to  join  distinguished  colleagues  who 
feel  as  I  feel.  I  endorse  your  efforts  to  deal  with  this  most  serious 
problem.  I  pledge  my  unending  support  and  look  forward  to,  I  hope, 
a  very  helpful  and  informative  hearing.  Thank  you. 

Mr.  Lantos.  Thank  you  very  much,  Congressman  Swett. 

I  am  delighted  and  honored  that  we  have  been  joined  by  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Democratic  leadership  whose  credentials  on  civil  and 
human  rights  are  unique  in  the  Congress.  My  good  friend.  Con- 
gressman John  Lewis,  is  a  hero  of  the  human  rights  movement  in 
the  United  States  and  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  I  am 
delighted  to  call  on  him  to  make  whatever  opening  remarks  he 
chooses. 

Mr.  Lewis.  Thank  vou  very  much,  Mr.  Chairman  and  let  me  say, 
Mr.  Chairman,  thank  you  tor  inviting  me  to  appear  before  your 
subcommittee  this  morning. 

As  people  of  conscience,  we  have  a  moral  obligation  to  speak  out 
against  injustice,  bigotry,  racism  and  anti-Semitism.  In  my  experi- 
ence as  a  civil  rights  activist,  I  have  helped  to  wage  a  nonviolent 
struggle  against  bigotry  and  discrimination.  For  me,  this  has  been 
a  35  year  struggle.  During  those  years,  I  have  learned  that  one 
must  always  be  watchful  in  the  fight  against  bigotry.  It  knows  no 
bounds,  limitations  or  borders. 

Recently,  I  have  spoken  out  against  remarks  made  by  Kahlid 
Abdul  Muhammad  at  Kean  College  in  New  Jersey  on  November  29. 
Mr.  Muhammad  delivered  a  poisonous  and  hateful  speech.  These 
remarks  represented  an  obscene  and  ugly  attack  on  decency.  There 
is  no  room  in  our  society  for  the  expression  of  bigotry,  anti-Semi- 
tism and  racism.  Any  time  such  hateful  expression  rears  its  ugly 
head,  it  should  not  go  unchallenged. 

As  a  participant  in  the  civil  rights  movement  of  the  1960's,  I 
know  firsthand  political  and  social  history  of  African  Americans 
and  Jews  working  side  by  side  toward  tne  same  goals.  African 


Americans  and  Jews  worked  together  in  the  long  stiniggle  to  create 
a  truly  interracial  democracy  in  America,  to  create  what  Dr.  Mar- 
tin Luther  King,  Jr.  called  the  "Beloved  Community." 

I  saw  young  blacks  and  young  Jews  struggling,  fighting  and 
shedding  blood  together  30  years  ago  during  the  civil  rights  move- 
ment. We  stood  together  during  times  of  difficulty.  We  must  con- 
tinue to  do  so. 

As  Americans,  we  should  be  about  the  business  of  building  a 
truly  interracial  democracy,  rather  than  dividing  people  along  ra- 
cial, ethnic  and  religious  lines.  As  we  consider  attacks  here  at 
home,  we  should  stay  mindful  and  watchful  of  bigotry  overseas. 

I  am  deeply  disturbed  that  anti-Semitism  seems  to  be  increasing 
in  European  countries.  We  all  have  a  responsibility,  a  moral  re- 
sponsibility, a  mandate  and  a  mission  to  speak  out  against  anti- 
Semitism.  We  can  never  turn  a  deaf  ear  or  a  blind  eye  to  hate. 
Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Lantos.  Thank  you  very  much.  Congressman  Lewis. 

Before  I  call  on  my  distinguished  colleague  and  friend.  Congress- 
man Oilman,  I  would  like  to  say  a  few  words  about  all  of  my  Re- 
publican colleagues  in  the  fight  against  anti-Semitism  and  in  the 
fight  for  human  rights. 

The  subcommittee  I  have  the  privilege  of  chairing,  deals  with 
international  security,  international  organizations  and  human 
rights.  There  is  no  distinction  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
in  the  fight  for  human  rights,  between  Republicans  and  Democrats. 

We  have  had  some  of  the  most  articulate,  persistent,  dedicated 
and  eloquent  spokesmen  and  spokeswomen  on  behalf  of  human  de- 
cency coming  from  that  side  of  the  aisle  which  I  am  proud  to  ac- 
knowledge and  appreciate. 

Congressman  Ben  Oilman,  the  ranking  Republican  on  the  House 
Foreign  Affairs  Committee,  has  been  one  of  the  most  effective,  most 
persistent,  most  eloquent  fighters  for  human  rights  and  by  defini- 
tion, against  anti-Semitism.  I  am  very  pleased  to  call  on  him. 

Mr.  Oilman.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  I  want  to  join  in 
welcoming  our  distinguished  panelists.  I  commend  you  for  conven- 
ing such  a  distinguished  gathering  of  individuals  who  have  devoted 
so  much  of  their  lives  to  combating  anti-Semitism,  and  I  join  in 
welcoming  them,  and  also  want  to  commend  you  for  your  continued 
leadership  with  regard  to  fighting  bigotry  and  intolerance  and  per- 
secution, wherever  it  may  be  throughout  the  world.  We  welcome 
this  opportunity  to  participate  in  today's  hearing. 

I  want  to  welcome  the  visitors  from  throughout  the  world  who 
are  with  us  today,  from  far  off  places.  It  is  a  discouraging  but  un- 
deniable fact  that  anti-Semitism  is  once  again  providing  a  rallying 
cry  for  certain  individuals  seeking  to  garner  a  political  base  in  sev- 
eral of  the  newly  independent  countries  and  territories  that  com- 
prise the  old  Communist  bloc  in  Europe. 

This  exploitation  of  anti-Semitic  sentiment,  coupled  with  the  vio- 
lence and  ethnic  cleansing  which  we  are  now  witnessing  in  the 
former  Yugoslavia,  hearkens  back  to  the  darkest  days  of  the  second 
World  War  and  a  past  which  we  had  hoped  we  had  overcome,  as 
a  result  of  the  lessons  from  that  past  tragic  conflict. 

Along  with  this  professional  anti-Semitism,  we  are  also  experi- 
encing a  kind  of  gratuitous  anti-Semitism  among  some  of  our  idle 


or  underutilized  youth,  and  I  am  referring  to  the  skinhead  phenom- 
ena in  Europe  and  in  our  own  country,  where  a  very  small  minority 
of  our  young  people  have  expressed  anti-Semitism,  not  because  of 
any  direct  conflict  or  even  knowledge  of  Jews  and  Judaism,  but  be- 
cause it  is  a  trendy  thing  for  them  to  do  to  keep  up  with  their 
peers. 

In  connection  with  that  form  of  anti-Semitism,  I  cannot  help  but 
remark  on  how  distressed  many  of  us  were  that  the  recent  vile 
comments  of  the  national  spokesman  for  the  Nation  of  Islam  were 
greeted  with  applause  and  approval  by  many  in  this  young  audi- 
ence of  students  in  a  public  university,  instead  of  the  derision  that 
those  despicable  remarks  actually  deserved. 

I  am  so  pleased  that  our  colleague,  John  Lewis,  has  seen  fit  to 
take  part  in  this  hearing,  expressing  his  disdain  for  that  kind  of 
intolerance. 

Whatever  its  motivations  or  origins,  anti-Semitism  cannot  be  ig- 
nored, either  in  our  domestic  or  in  any  of  our  foreign  policy.  The 
world,  by  and  large,  turned  a  blind  eye  to  the  plight  of  German  and 
European  Jewry  during  Hitler's  consolidation  of  power.  Had  we  re- 
acted at  an  early  stage  to  Hitler's  repression  of  Jews  in  Germany, 
we  might  not  have  paid  the  enormous  price  we  did  in  bringing 
about  his  final  defeat. 

Finally,  I  would  like  to  emphasize  that  anti-Semitism  is  no  worse 
than  any  other  form  of  religious  intolerance  or  racial  bigotry,  but 
in  this  century  alone,  it  has  claimed  at  least  6  million  lives,  and 
tragically  scarred  millions  more.  To  that  total,  more  and  more  are 
being  added  in  the  cauldron  of  the  hostility  in  Yugoslavia. 

It  has  also  shaped  the  political  dynamics  of  Europe  and  Western 
civilization,  to  a  degree  that  no  other  form  of  systemized  hatred 
has  managed  to  do.  It  is  for  these  reasons  that  we  are  holding  to- 
day's hearings,  and  I  look  forward  to  the  testimony  of  our  panelists, 
our  distinguished  experts,  including  Edgar  Bronfman,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  World  Jewish  Congress  and  so  many  of  the  membership 
of  that  group  who  are  here  with  us  today. 

Michael  Chlenov  of  the  Federation  of  Jewish  Communities, 
Ignatz  Bubis,  president,  Central  Council  of  Jews  in  Germany  and 
Jean  Kahn,  chairman  of  the  European  Jewish  Congress,  and  Dr. 
Ruben  Beraja,  president,  Argentine  Jewish  Community.  Mendel 
Kaplan,  chairman  of  the  World  Jewish  Congress  Governing  Board, 
Professor  Irwin  Cotler,  chairman  of  the  Human  Rights  Commission 
of  the  World  Jewish  Congress,  Israel  Singer,  secretary  general, 
World  Jewish  Congress,  and  our  good  friend,  Honorable  Greville 
Janner,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  the  United  Kingdom, 
who  has  travelled  from  London  to  be  with  us  today. 

Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  We  look  forward,  along  with  our  col- 
leagues, to  hearing  your  distinguished  experts  give  testimony. 

Mrs.  MORELLA.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  rec- 
ognizing me  at  this  time.  Although  I  am  not  a  member  of  this  sub- 
committee, I  appreciate  your  invitation  to  me  and  other  members 
of  the  Congressional  Human  Rights  Caucus  Executive  Committee 
to  participate  in  today's  hearing.  I  am  honored  that  you  invited  me, 
and  I  am  pleased  to  be  here  with  my  wonderful  colleagues  who  are 
so  committed  to  resolving  the  issue  of  anti-Semitism  and  I  want  to 
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join  you  in  welcoming  our  witnesses,  who  will  add  so  much  luster 
and  strength  to  our  efforts. 

Mr.  Lantos.  Thank  you  very  much,  Congressman  Oilman.  If  I 
may  ask  for  my  colleagues'  indulgence,  Congresswoman  Morella 
will  need  to  leave,  so  I  will  call  upon  her  first. 

Connie  Morella  of  Maryland  has  been  one  of  the  strongest  and 
most  eloquent  fighters  against  anti-Semitism  in  all  her  endeavors, 
and  I  am  delighted  to  give  her  the  microphone. 

Mrs.  Morella.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  thank 
you  for  allowing  me  to  speak  now.  As  you  know,  I  am  not  even  a 
member  of  this  subcommittee,  but  I  am  on  the  executive  committee 
of  the  Human  Rights  Caucus,  and  knowing  of  my  interest  in  doing 
something  about  this  issue,  I  am  honored  that  you  invited  me,  and 
pleased  to  be  here  with  my  wonderful  colleagues  who  are  so  com- 
mitted, who  are  here  at  the  dais,  and  certainly  our  witnesses,  who 
are  going  to  add  so  much  lustre  and  strength  to  what  our  commit- 
ment is. 

I  congratulate  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  calling  the  hearing  today 
on  the  global  dimensions  of  anti-Semitism.  Again,  I  thank  you  for 
the  opportunity. 

Too  often,  Americans  consider  anti-Semitism  to  be  a  thing  of  the 
past,  a  relic  of  Nazism  and  World  War  II,  or  to  be  an  ideology 
seemingly  almost  genetically  unique  to  Germans  and  Poles,  or  to 
be  the  refuge  of  a  few  demagogic  troublemakers  whose  babblings 
are  not  worthy  of  our  attention. 

But,  the  unfortunate  truth,  as  we  will  hear  from  our  witnesses 
today,  is  that  anti-Semitism  is  pervasive  throughout  the  globe, 
from  the  tip  of  Alaska  to  Tierra  del  Fuego,  from  Britain  to  Beijing, 
from  Petersburg  to  Pretoria. 

But,  not  only  in  these  far-flung  places  do  we  encounter  the  burn- 
ing embers  of  hate  in  the  human  soul  being  fanned  by  the  hot  air 
of  demagoguery. 

We  find  anti-Semitism  is  being  preached,  promoted  and  even  de- 
fended in  our  universities,  in  our  inner  cities  and  in  other  main- 
stream societal  institutions  where  our  children  and  grandchildren 
gather. 

We  have  all  followed  the  news  of  Louis  Farrakhan's  reaction  to 
demands  that  he  rebuke  his  representative  for  his  blatantly  racist 
and  anti-Semitic  speech  at  Kean  College.  Yet,  the  Nation  of  Islam 
leader  insisted  that  his  spokesman's  diatribe  was  historically  accu- 
rate, and  that  its  only  failing  was  a  poor  delivery  style.  I  am  very 
pleased  that  my  good  friend  who  came  in  with  me  to  this  Congress, 
John  Lewis,  was  here  to  make  such  an  eloquent  statement  from  his 
heart. 

Just  this  past  December,  as  Jews  in  Washington  and  around  the 
world  began  their  celebration  of  Hanukkah,  the  Northern  Virginia 
Jewish  Community  Center  was  vandalized.  In  the  middle  of  the 
holiday  celebration  at  the  center,  a  bomb  threat  was  received,  and 
the  whole  affair  had  to  be  moved  outside. 

Now,  I  am  not  here  to  say  that  these  incidents  are  of  the  propor- 
tion of  those  that  I  know  we  will  be  hearing  about  from  today's 
panelists.  Anti-Semitism  is  an  ongoing  and  much  more  serious  phe- 
nomenon in  Eastern  Europe  and  the  former  Soviet  Union,  where 
it  sometimes  seems  to  be  one  of  the  region's  few  growth  industries; 


in  Argentina,  where  members  of  the  Jewish  community  have  been 
attacked  on  the  streets  without  provocation,  in  Russia  where 
Zhirinovsky  and  other  haters  spew  their  venomous  rhetoric  across 
the  airwaves  in  a  cynical  attempt  to  achieve  power;  and  in  more 
places  around  the  world  than  could  possibly  be  fully  examined  in 
the  short  time  that  we  have  for  today's  hearing. 

Today's  hearing,  exposing  the  promotion,  prevalence  and  perva- 
siveness of  anti-Semitism  in  our  neighborhoods,  nation  and  around 
the  world  is  part  of  a  process  crucial  to  our  functioning  as  a  demo- 
cratic society.  Racism  and  hate  mongering  flourish  and  multiply  in 
the  darkness  of  official  inattention. 

History  teaches  us  that  ignoring  the  problem  will  not  make  it  go 
away,  but  that  it  will  continue  to  rip  at  the  social  fabric  of  demo- 
cratic societies.  Only  through  the  constant  and  unremitting  glare 
of  the  spotlight  will  hate  mongering  be  exposed  for  what  it  is,  and 
relegated  to  the  ash  heap  of  history.  Today  we  will  make  a  step  to- 
ward doing  that. 

Again,  I  thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  allowing  me  the  oppor- 
tunity to  express  my  feelings  about  this  hearing. 

Mr.  Lantos.  Thank  you,  Congresswoman  Morella.  As  we  meet 
here,  one  of  our  leading  human  rights  organizations,  the  Helsinki 
Commission,  opened  its  hearing  5  minutes  ago  on  Bosnia. 

The  ranking  Republican  on  our  Helsinki  Commission  is  my  dear 
friend  and  colleague  from  New  Jersey,  Congressman  Smith,  and  I 
will  call  on  him  now  so  that  he  may  then  attend  the  Helsinki  Com- 
mission hearing. 

Mr.  Smith.  I  thank  my  good  friend,  Tom  Lantos,  for  allowing  me 
to  go  now  and  most  importantly,  for  convening  this  vital  hearing 
on  anti-Semitism.  I  think  members  of  this  committee  know  so  well 
and  members  of  Congress,  that  there  is  nobody  more  dedicated  to 
human  rights  than  Tom  Lantos.  We  have  worked  over  the  years, 
we  have  travelled  together,  and  he  is  a  tremendous  spokesman  and 
witness  for  the  importance  of  the  individual  integrity  of  every  per- 
son. I  want  to  thank  him  again  for  having  this  hearing. 

Very  briefly,  and  I  would  ask  that  my  full  statement  be  made 
part  of  the  record. 

Mr.  Lantos.  Without  objection. 

Mr.  Smith.  Mr.  Chairman,  reports  from  around  the  world  clearly 
indicate  that  intolerance  and  hatred  rooted  in  ethnic  and  religious 
differences  continues  to  rise. 

In  the  area  of  anti-Semitism,  we  have  witnessed  the  desecration 
of  cemeteries  and  synagogues,  the  fire  bombings  of  synagogues  and 
cultural  centers.  Individuals  and  entire  communities  have  been 
threatened,  and  some  of  these  threats  have  been  carried  out,  re- 
sulting in  bodily  injury,  rapes  and,  in  some  instances,  deaths. 

The  rise  of  extreme  nationalism  in  many  of  the  former  Com- 
munist countries  has  used  anti-Semitic  rhetoric  to  stir  up  hatred 
toward  the  Jews.  Of  course,  the  arguments  are  irrational  and  in- 
consistent and  just  plain  stupid,  blaming  the  Jews  for  both  the 
Communist  past  and  the  current  difficulties,  as  part  of  a  worldwide 
conspiracy.  Even  the  long  discredited  "Protocols  of  the  Elders  of 
Zion"  have  reemerged  as  a  tactic  to  be  used  against  the  Jews. 

Globally,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  tide  of  anti-Semitism  is  extremely 
disturbing,  and  we  must  speak  out  against  it.  With  the  shadow  of 
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World  War  II  still  looming  over  us,  the  new  opportunities  that 
many  nations  and  peoples  now  have  with  the  end  of  decades  of  re- 
pression and  intolerance  seemingly  coming  to  an  end,  it  is  sad  that 
this  situation  is  now  reappearing  and  doing  so  with  a  vengeance. 
It  is  as  if  the  world  had  learned  nothing. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  cannot  discuss  the  problems  of  global  anti- 
Semitism  without  focusing  on  the  alarming  trend  here  in  our  own 
nation.  I  am  sure  some  of  the  witnesses  today  will  speak  to  this 
issue.  Many  of  the  problems  of  anti-Semitism  around  the  world  can 
be  traced  right  back  to  the  United  States,  where  neo-Nazi  groups 
are  publishing  materials,  providing  financial  and  material  support 
and  even  training  their  counterparts  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 

We  must  recognize  that  some  misguided  and  hate  filled  Ameri- 
cans share  in  the  burden  of  the  current  rise  in  anti-Semitism,  and 
we  must  seek  solutions  through  constructive  dialogue  and  speaking 
out  at  every  available  opportunity  to  try  to  put  down  this  rise  in 
hatred. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  greatly  concerned  and  was  recently  shocked 
to  find  that  my  own  state  of  New  Jersey  appears  to  have  the  high- 
est concentration  of  skinheads  in  the  nation,  with  some  400  active 
members.  Of  course,  it  was  pointed  out  in  earlier  testimony  by  Mr. 
Lewis  and  Connie  Morella  that  it  was  at  Kean  College,  in  my  own 
state,  where  a  hate-filled  speech  by  one  of  the  spokesmen  for  the 
Nation  of  Islam  spewed  out  hatred  for  Jews,  which  has  to  be  repu- 
diated everywhere  and  by  all  people. 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  a  very  important  hearing.  Hopefully,  it 
will  be  a  catalyst  to  more  of  our  colleagues  and  more  Americans 
speaking  out,  and  I  thank  you  for  convening  this  hearing. 

Mr.  Lantos.  I  want  to  thank  my  friend  from  New  Jersey. 

I  am  very  pleased  now  to  call  on  a  member  of  my  subcommittee, 
one  of  the  indefatigable  fighters  for  human  rights  on  all  issues,  and 
a  particularly  staunch  defender  of  the  rights  of  Jews  throughout 
the  globe,  Congressman  Gary  Ackerman. 

Mr.  Ackerman.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  that 
very  generous  introduction. 

Let  me  first  begin  by  commending  you  for  calling  this  hearing. 
I  know  of  no  more  appropriate  member,  in  fact,  no  other  appro- 
priate citizen  of  this  planet  to  hold  such  a  hearing.  You  and  your 
lovely  wife,  Annette,  have  personally  faced  the  horrors  of  anti-Sem- 
itism in  a  manner  that  most  of  us  can  never  really  ever  com- 
prehend. It  was  the  scourge  of  anti-Semitism  that  forced  you  to 
leave  your  own  native  land  of  Hungary,  and  only  the  mercy  and 
compassion  of  a  Swedish  diplomat  that  allowed  you  to  safely  escape 
the  tyranny  of  Nazism  and  certain  death. 

But,  what  would  have  happened  if  you  and  Annette  had  stayed 
in  Hungary?  Yes,  the  East  bloc  has  now  dissolved  and  Communism 
is  gone  from  Hungary,  but  abhorrent  anti-Semitism  lives  on,  as  it 
does  throughout  Eastern  Europe  and  a  good  part  of  the  world. 

Yet,  today's  headlines  make  one  wonder  whether  any  lesson  was 
really  learned  from  the  Nazi  past.  Why  has  not  humanity  learned 
once  and  for  all  that  hate,  bigotry  and  racism  only  begets  further 
hate?  Why  has  not  humanity  learned  that  racism  by  any  name  is 
still  racism? 
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Even  as  our  world  becomes  increasingly  more  democratic,  we 
have  not  seen  a  new  and  welcome  era  of  peace  and  cooperation.  We 
have,  instead,  seen  an  increased  polarization  of  ethnic  groups 
throughout  the  world. 

We  have  seen  an  increase  in  expressions  of  hatred  and  intoler- 
ance. We  have  seen  a  new  and  insidious  paranoia,  coupled  with 
blatant  xenophobia. 

In  Russia,  we  see  Vladimir  Zhirinovsky  reminding  us  of  the 
darker  side  of  that  nation's  treatment  of  its  Jewish  population.  In 
our  own  nation,  we  see  Kahlid  Abdul  Muhammad,  inciting  his  au- 
diences with  a  despicable  anti-Semitic  diatribe. 

Let  us  not  work  so  hard  to  identify  the  differences  among  us.  Let 
us,  instead,  strive  individually  and  collectively,  to  teach  our  chil- 
dren that  different  does  not  necessarily  mean  bad. 

I  thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  the  great  example 
that  you  have  set  and  continue  to  set  for  all  of  us. 

Mr.  Lantos.  Thank  you  very  much.  Congressman  Ackerman. 

Before  I  call  on  my  friend  and  colleague  from  New  Mexico,  may 
I  suggest  that  if  there  are  any  ladies  in  the  audience  or  somebody 
who  would  fmd  it  more  convenient  to  be  seated,  please  take  this 
row  of  seats,  because  I  think  you  will  be  glad  you  did.  I  would  pre- 
fer if  elderly  members  took  those  seats,  rather  than  young  people. 
There  is  such  a  thing  as  age  discrimination,  in  a  positive  sense. 

I  am  delighted  to  call  on  my  good  friend  and  colleague  from  New 
Mexico,  Congressman  Steve  Schiff,  who  will  make  his  opening  re- 
marks. Let  me  just  say,  he  has  been  steadfast  and  dependable  and 
singularly  effective  in  the  fight  for  human  rights. 

Mr.  SCHIFF.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  will  be  very  brief. 
There  are  two  things  I  would  like  to  say.  The  first  is  a  thank  you 
to  you  for  holding  this  hearing  and  extending  to  me  as  a  member 
of  the  Human  Rights  Caucus,  which  you  chair,  an  invitation  to  join 
you  here.  I  am  not  on  the  Foreign  Relations  Committee,  but  appre- 
ciated the  opportunity  to  be  here  and  show  my  support  for  this 
hearing,  although  in  a  little  bit  I  do  have  to  go  on  to  a  committee 
where  I  do  sit. 

As  the  audience  has  no  doubt  already  seen,  a  lot  of  things  are 
happening  here  at  the  same  time.  But,  I  wanted  to  show  my  sup- 
port and  interest  in  this  hearing. 

Second,  I  think  that  this  hearing,  although  labelled  a  hearing  on 
anti-Semitism,  should  be  seen  more  broadly.  Anti-Semitism  is  sim- 
ply one  example  of  the  racism  that  still  exists,  unfortunately,  in 
our  country  and  around  the  world.  Attacks  on  Jews  today  are  at- 
tacks on  African-Americans  or  Hispanic-Americans  or  Arab- Ameri- 
cans or  other  groups  tomorrow.  We  should  see  the  common  thread 
that  should  go  through  these  kind  of  hearings  in  combating  this 
type  of  racism,  wherever  it  rears  its  ugly  head. 

Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  yield  back. 

Mr.  Lantos.  Thank  you  very  much.  This  past  year,  we  were 
blessed  with  the  influx  of  110  freshmen,  some  of  whom  have  turned 
out  to  be  truly  outstanding  colleagues,  and  we  have  two  of  them 
here  this  morning. 

I  am  very  pleased  to  call  on  my  friend  from  New  Jersey,  Con- 
gressman Klein. 
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Mr.  Klein.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  First  of  all,  I  want  to  com- 
mend you  for  calling  this  hearing  to  alert  us  to  the  dangers  of  anti- 
Semitism  on  a  global  basis,  and  more  importantly,  to  commend  you 
for  your  leadership  in  the  eternal  fight  for  civil  rights,  not  only  for 
the  Jewish  people,  but  for  all  people.  Your  leadership  is  legendary, 
and  we  are  very,  very  proud  of  you. 

I  also  want  to  particularly  thank  you  for  your  kindness  and 
though tfulness  in  inviting  me  to  this  hearing,  and  I  want  to  thank 
the  distinguished  panel  for  appearing  before  us  today  and  giving  us 
an  opportunity  and  exposing  to  the  world  the  dangers  of  global 
anti-Semitism.  It  is  particularly  disturbing  and  offensive  that  in 
this  century,  which  has  seen  anti-Semitism  rise  in  the  1930's  and 
1940's  to  a  level  that  this  world  had  never  seen  before,  that  there 
are  still  people  who  continue  to  act  in  an  anti-Semitic,  hateful  and 
bigoted  manner. 

Here  at  home,  we  also  hear  of  numerous  incidents  of  anti-Semi- 
tism, and  it  is  very  disturbing  to  me  that  in  my  own  state,  recently 
at  a  state  college,  there  was  a  particularly  vicious  and  anti-Semitic 
speech  that  was  made  by  a  representative  of  the  Nation  of  Islam. 

But,  I  take  great  solace  in  the  fact  that  leaders  like  my  good 
friend  Mr.  John  Lewis,  Mr.  Kweisi  Mfume  here  in  Congress,  have 
spoken  out  vigorously  and  forcefully  against  statements  of  that 
sort.  I  truly  believe  that  those  who  speak  in  a  bigoted  and  hateful 
manner,  particularly  in  this  country,  represent  a  small,  albeit 
vocal,  minority.  That  the  vast  majority  of  all  Americans  of  all  races, 
African  Americans,  white  Americans,  ethnic  Americans,  all  believe 
in  the  brotherhood  of  man  and  believe  in  a  compatible  nation, 
where  people  can  work  and  do  work  together. 

That  does  not  mean,  however,  that  we  should  not  be  eternally 
vigilant,  because  even  one  incident  of  anti-Semitism  any  place  in 
the  nation  or  any  place  in  the  world,  is  a  cause  for  fear,  for  denun- 
ciation and  for  vigilance. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  think  this  hearing  exposes  to  the  world  the  dan- 
gers of  anti-Semitism  and  again,  I  thank  you,  and  I  look  forward 
to  the  testimony  of  our  distinguished  witnesses. 

Mr.  Lantos.  Thank  you  very  much  for  your  eloquent  statement. 
I  am  very  pleased,  finally,  to  call  on  my  very  good  friend  and  dis- 
tinguished colleague  on  the  House  Foreign  AiTairs  Committee,  a 
most  welcome  arrival  from  Ohio,  Congressman  Eric  Fingerhut. 

Mr.  Fingerhut.  I  thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  I  would  note, 
also,  that  there  are  certain  times  in  history  when  the  right  person 
is  in  the  right  place  at  the  right  time.  Having  you  at  the  chairman- 
ship of  this  committee  is  an  example  of  that. 

I  do  not  have  a  prepared  statement,  but  I  do  have  a  few  personal 
reflections  I  would  like  to  make. 

I  could  not  help  but  chuckle  to  myself  a  little  bit  when  you  in- 
vited the  victims  of  age  discrimination  in  the  room  to  sit.  Mr. 
Chairman,  like  you,  I  am  also  Jewish,  as  you  know,  but  frankly, 
we  are  a  different  generation.  You  have  personally  experienced 
those  subjects  that  we  speak  of  today. 

But,  I  am  a  part  of  one  of  the  luckiest  generations  in  Jewish  his- 
tory. I  grew  up  in  an  extraordinarily  enlightened  community, 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  went  to  public  schools  that  closed  not  only  on  the 
principal  Christian  holidays  of  Christmas  and  Easter,  but  also  on 
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Rosh  Hashana  and  Yom  Kippur.  I  grew  up  in  a  community  where 
being  a  leader  in  your  own  religious  community  was  a  point  of 
pride,  something  that  added  to  your  stature  in  the  community,  not 
something  that  was  an  item  on  your  curriculum  vitae  to  be  embar- 
rassed about. 

Of  course,  I  have  been  honored  by  the  citizens  of  that  community 
by  being  elected  to  be  their  representative  in  Congress,  the  over- 
whelming majority  of  whom  are  not  Jewish,  and  did  not  grow  up 
in  the  kinds  of  communities  that  I  grew  up  in. 

During  my  life  in  that  community,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  have 
been  some  issues  that  have  arisen  that  have  called  into  question 
the  question  of  anti-Semitism  or  racism.  Some  of  these  have  had 
shades  of  gray  attached  to  them,  and  we  have,  as  a  community, 
discussed  them  and  debated  them  and  worked  together.  Some- 
times, we  have  even  disagreed  among  ourselves  in  the  Jewish  com- 
munity as  to  whether  these  were  incidents  that  we  should  be  con- 
cerned about  or  incidents  that  should  simply  be  chalked  up  to  igno- 
rance or  lack  of  knowledge  or  lack  of  sensitivity. 

But,  there  are  times,  Mr.  Chairman,  when  there  is  no  room  for 
debate,  when  there  are  no  shades  of  gray,  when  the  issue  is  black 
and  white.  This  time,  in  this  country,  is  one  of  them.  Statements 
that  were  made  at  Kean  College  in  New  Jersey,  response  to  those 
statements  by  the  people  who  should,  who  are  in  a  position  to  sanc- 
tion them,  or  who  were  even  in  the  audience  to  listen  to  them,  is 
an  outrage. 

This  is  a  time  when  we  stand  as  a  country  and  we  say,  it  is  not 
gray,  it  is  wrong,  and  that  is  what  we  are  doing  here  today.  That 
is  why  this  hearing  that  you  have  called  is  so  important  and  why 
the  presence  of  so  many  leaders  of  our  House  of  Representatives 
here  on  the  dais  are  so  important,  and  why  it  is  so  appropriate,  of 
course,  that  someone  whom  I  have  respected  for  years,  even  before 
I  was  personally  acquainted  with  him,  John  Lewis,  is  here  today, 
as  well. 

When  you  couple  what  has  happened  in  our  country  with  what 
we  have  read  about  Mr.  Zhirinovsky  in  Russia  and  what  we  are 
going  to  hear  from  our  other  witnesses  here  today,  you  know  that 
this  is  a  time  of  particular  peril. 

Mr.  Chairman,  next  Monday  night,  ironically,  on  Valentine's 
Day,  Kahlid  Muhammad  will  be  at  Kent  State  University,  just  out- 
side of  my  district,  just  south  of  my  district  in  northeast  Ohio.  I 
will  be  there,  as  I  must,  to  lead  a  rally  against  hate,  to  be  with 
the  students  of  that  university,  as  they  try  and  stand  together  and 
understand  how  properly  to  react.  In  just  a  couple  of,  just  a  month 
or  so,  we  will,  all  together,  celebrate  the  holiday  of  Passover,  and 
will  be  reminded  that,  on  that  holiday,  we  remind  ourselves  of  the 
injunction  that  in  every  generation,  each  person  should  regard 
themselves  as  if  they  personally  experienced  the  slavery  of  Egypt 
or  the  slavery  of  the  United  States  or  the  hatred  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  our  turn  to  speak  out.  I  thank  you  for  giv- 
ing us  the  opportunity  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Lantos.  Thank  you  very  much  for  your  most  eloquent  and 
moving  observation. 
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We  shall  now  move  to  our  distinguished  witnesses  and  we  will 
begin  with  the  president  of  the  World  Jewish  Congress,  Mr.  Edgar 
Bronfman. 

Mr.  Bronfman,  your  prepared  statement  is  entered  in  the  record 
in  its  entirety.  You  may  proceed  any  way  you  choose. 

STATEMENT  OF  EDGAR  M.  BRONFMAN,  PRESmENT,  WORLD 

JEWISH  CONGRESS 

Mr.  Bronfman.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  Let  me  begin  by  won- 
dering what  would  happen  if  a  man  like  you  and  a  committee  like 
yours  had  been  available  in  the  1930's  when  Mr.  Hitler  started  his 
campaign  in  Germany.  So,  with  a  sense  of  pride  and  a  sense  of  fit- 
ness, I  thank  you  for  being  who  you  are  and  for  having  this  great 
assemblage  of  congressmen  to  listen  to  our  story  of  anti-Semitism 
throughout  the  world. 

Just  as  the  world  was  looking  forward  to  a  new  era  of  peace  and 
democracy  with  the  collapse  of  Communism,  old  forms  of  hatred 
and  bigotry  have  clouded  the  horizon.  During  the  last  few  years, 
we  have  seen  the  growth  and  spread  of  intolerance,  racism  and  ha- 
tred of  foreigners,  and  as  a  central  feature  of  that,  the  resurgence 
of  the  longest  hatred  of  all,  anti-Semitism. 

When  the  World  Jewish  Congress  reported  on  the  state  of  anti- 
Semitism  in  1992,  it  said  that,  in  comparison  with  1991,  the  overall 
situation  had  changed  little.  But,  since  anti-Semitism  reached  a 
post-Second  World  War  high  point  in  1991,  there  was  every  reason 
to  be  concerned  and  for  urgent  action  to  be  taken  in  certain  coun- 
tries. 

The  evidence  gathered  by  the  World  Jewish  Congress'  research 
arm,  the  Institute  of  Jewish  Affairs  for  1993  and  to  the  present, 
shows  no  slackening  of  anti-Semitic  pressures  in  certain  key  trou- 
ble spots.  The  need  for  action  to  reduce  anti-Semitism  in  the  me- 
dium to  long  term  is  just  as  acute. 

Let  me  pick  out  three  countries,  Russia,  Hungary  and  Romania. 
In  Russia,  the  anti-Semitism  of  the  neo-fascist,  Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky,  whose  ineptly  named  Liberal  Democratic  Party  is  now 
the  largest  in  the  lower  house,  is  well  proven.  It  would  be  a  grave 
error  not  to  take  him  extremely  seriously,  since  he  appears  to  have 
a  talent  for  tapping  into  the  grievances  of  the  dispossessed  in  Rus- 
sian society. 

His  impact  on  Russian  foreign  policy,  already  felt  and  noted  in 
the  West,  should  be  a  warning  that  his  hatred  for  minority  groups 
might  also  have  disturbing  consequences. 

In  Hungary,  just  2  weeks  ago,  the  leaders  of  the  Jewish  commu- 
nity made  an  appeal  for  help  in  a  leading  daily  newspaper  to  com- 
bat resurgent  anti-Semitism.  This  followed  bomb  scares  at  syna- 
gogues and  a  home  for  the  elderly,  the  break  up  of  a  neo-Nazi 
group  by  the  police  and  the  launch  of  an  investigation  into  another 
anti-Semitic  party,  the  VNP. 

In  Romania,  despite  repeated  protests  by  the  Jewish  community 
against  anti-Semitic  incidents,  anti-Semitism  in  the  media  and  the 
rehabilitation  of  the  war  time  leader  Antonescu  under  whom  up  to 
300,000  Jews  perished,  practically  no  action  has  been  taken. 

On  the  24th  of  January,  Romanian  television  was  able  to  broad- 
cast with   impunity  a  program  on  Antonescu  which   stated  that 
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Jews  had  assassinated  Romanian  officers  and  soldiers  in  1940,  and 
this  explains  the  measures  against  Jews  taken  by  the  government. 

Beyond  Central  and  Eastern  Europe,  there  are  other  worrying 
trends.  Islamic  fundamentalist  anti-Semitism  poses  a  considerable 
threat  to  the  sense  of  security  among  Jews.  Fundamentalist  mate- 
rial includes  denial  of  the  Holocaust,  insinuations  of  the  inter- 
national power  of  the  Jews,  especially  over  the  media,  and  frequent 
republication  of  the  famous  forgery,  the  Protocols  of  the  Elders  of 
Zion,  which  alleges  a  Jewish  conspiracy  to  control  the  world. 

Far  right  parties  in  Western  Europe  whose  leaders  try  to  hide 
their  anti-Semitism  beneath  a  respectable  veneer  designed  to  make 
them  electorally  respectable,  look  set  to  gain  ground  in  many  of  the 
elections  upcoming  on  that  continent  during  the  next  year. 

As  an  organization  dedicated  to  defending  the  rights  of  Jews  ev- 
erywhere, the  World  Jewish  Congress  must  look  at  anti-Semitism 
from  many  angles,  not  just  count  incidents.  The  use  of  anti-Semitic 
innuendo,  anti-Semitism  in  the  media,  in  school  playgrounds, 
among  other  minority  groups,  all  these  and  more  come  under  our 
serious  but  balanced  scrutiny.    . 

Our  conclusions  are  that  as  we  get  further  in  time  from  the  Holo- 
caust, it  appears  to  be  easier  for  anti-Semites  to  express  their  anti- 
Semitism  more  openly. 

The  picture  is  not  all  bad.  Many  political  leaders  and  inter- 
national organizations  have  spoken  out  against  anti-Semitism, 
some  new  legislation  aimed  at  prohibiting  anti-Semitism  has  been 
enacted  in  some  countries  and  relations  between  Jews  and  Chris- 
tians continue  to  improve.  In  Latin  America,  anti-Semitism  does 
not  pose  a  threat  to  Jewish  security.  In  South  Africa  and  Australia, 
anti-Semitism  is  by  no  means  absent,  but  it  is  well  contained. 

We  must  also  not  forget  that  whatever  the  level  of  anti-Semitism, 
what  Jews  are  experiencing  is  not  remotely  comparable  to  the  dis- 
crimination, violence  and  abuse  which  are  daily  occurrences  for 
other  minority  groups  throughout  the  world. 

Let  me  conclude  this  brief  overview  by  linking  current  anti-Semi- 
tism to  our  mutual  desire  to  create  and  sustain  civil  society.  The 
number  of  serious  anti-Semitic  incidents,  the  range  of  anti-Semitic 
publications  available,  the  appetite  for  anti-Semitic  literature,  the 
readiness  of  some  politicians  to  make  cynical  use  of  anti-Semitism 
to  further  their  political  aims,  the  high  level  of  anti-Semitic  senti- 
ment among  less  educated  young  people,  none  of  this  augurs  well 
for  human  rights  and  democracy.  The  Communist  system  has  col- 
lapsed, but  the  struggle  for  human  rights  continues. 

Combatting  anti-Semitism  through  legislation,  education  and  po- 
litical action  is  a  part  of  that  struggle.  The  evidence  we  present  to 
you  here  today  shows  just  how  important  it  is  to  remain  alert  and 
vigilant.  As  the  Irish  writer  and  former  diplomat  Conor  Cruise 
O'Brien  said,  "Anti-Semitism  is  a  light  sleeper."  There  is  no  better 
proof  of  that  than  the  level  of  anti-Semitism  we  find  in  the  world 
today. 

As  a  concluding  note,  however,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  think  it  is  a 
marvelous  experience  for  us,  some  of  us  coming  from  far  away,  to 
look  at  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  as  represented  by  your 
panel,  and  realize  that  the  United  States  of  America,  the  great  plu- 
ralistic society  that  it  is,  is  the  great  hope  for  all  of  us  as  it  leads 
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the  way  toward  other  pluraHstic  societies  in  the  world  today. 
Thank  you  very  much,  sir. 

[The  prepared  statement  of  Mr.  Bronfman  appears  in  the  appen- 
dix.] 

Mr.  Lantos.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Bronfman,  for  an  elo- 
quent and  comprehensive  and  singularly  informative  presentation. 

We  will  next  hear  from  Mr.  Michael  Chlenov,  chairman  of  the 
Federation  of  Jewish  Communities  and  Organizations  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Independent  States.  We  want  to  welcome  you  to  the 
hearing,  Mr.  Chlenov. 

STATEMENT  OF  MICHAEL  CHLENOV,  CHAIRMAN,  FEDERATION 
OF  JEWISH  COMMUNITIES  AND  ORGANIZATIONS  OF  THE 
COMMONWEALTH  OF  INDEPENDENT  STATES 

Mr.  Chlenov.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman  and  distinguished 
Congresspersons. 

Mr.  Lantos.  Could  you  pull  the  mike  a  little  closer  to  you? 

Mr.  Chlenov.  Closer?  Is  it  all  right? 

Mr.  Lantos.  It  is  good  now. 

Mr.  Chlenov.  Anti-Semitism  is  but  a  symptom  of  a  social  dis- 
ease marking  the  fundamentalist  type  mentality  which  produces, 
under  certain  social  and  political  conditions,  totalitarian  political 
structures  of  different  kinds. 

The  uniqueness  of  the  anti-Semitic  situation  in  the  former  Soviet 
Union,  or  better  to  say,  in  the  CIS,  lies  in  the  rare  combination  of 
a  considerably  moderate  popular  anti-Semitism  and  highly  devel- 
oped aggressive  political  anti-Semitism  in  Russia. 

On  one  hand,  the  Jews  take  on  a  number.  The  place  is  number 
607  in  the  list  of  most  hated  peoples.  On  the  other  hand,  the  num- 
ber of  overt  anti-Semitic  papers  published  in  the  Russian  Federa- 
tion is  close  to  150  now,  and  the  number  of  overt  anti-Semitic  neo- 
Nazi  organizations  is  close  to  60.  The  political  anti-Semitism  uses 
normal  anti-Jewish  slogans  as  an  instrument  in  the  struggle  for 
power,  where  the  hate  is  oriented  not  to  the  Jews  as  such,  but 
against  political  opponents  who  are  described  as  Jews. 

This  political  type  of  anti-Semitism  is  mainly  developed  in  Rus- 
sia, and  is  growing  now,  during  the  last  year  in  the  Ukraine,  also. 

Other  types  of  anti-Semitism,  like  criminal  activity  directed  to- 
ward the  Jews  and  the  Caucasians  in  some  Central  Asiatic  Repub- 
lics, fundamentalists,  xenophobia  and  in  the  Muslim,  somewhere  in 
the  Muslim  regions  of  the  former  Soviet  Union,  a  specific  type  of 
Armenian  anti-Semitism  adds  to  this  picture.  Nowhere  are  we  find- 
ing now  state  supported  anti-Semitism. 

Political  phenomenon  should  have  political  reasons.  Among  them, 
let  me  cite,  along  with  historical  roots,  the  stubborn  indifference  of 
the  highest  Russian  authorities  and  their  nonreadiness  to  condemn 
anti-Semitism  publicly.  Let  me  tell  you  here  that,  for  instance,  the 
recent  joint  statement  of  President  Yeltsin  and  President  Clinton 
condemning  this  evil  remains  virtually  unknown  to  the  Russian 
public,  since  it  has  never  been  published  or  been  published  in  the 
sources  which  are  not  available  to  the  majority  of  the  people.  That 
is  certainly  not  an  exception,  that  is  a  trend. 

There  is  no  legislation  for  the  minorities  in  the  Russian  Federa- 
tion, unlike  some  other  republics.  The  minorities  of  Russia  are  try- 
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ing  now  to  organize  themselves  to  jointly  defend  their  race,  but  the 
main  reason,  certainly,  for  that  is  the  success  or  failure  of  the  main 
reform,  directing  the  countries  of  the  former  Soviet  Union  toward 
democracy  and  market  economy. 

We  see  here  certainly  the  important  role  of  the  American  super- 
power in  the  Western  world.  Let  me  remind  you,  distinguished 
Congresspersons,  the  words  of  State  Secretary  Dean  Acheson,  who 
tried  in  1948  to  formulate,  to  verbalize  the  aims  of  the  Marshall 
Plan  as  helping  those  who  control  the  situation  now  in  Europe  to 
maintain  this  control. 

Myself  and  many  of  my  friends  see  here  a  similarity  between  the 
world  situation  now.  Well,  probably  we  understood  it  wrongly,  but 
we  understood  yesterday  from  a  briefing  from  one  of  the  officials 
of  the  State  Department  who  was  responsible  for  the  aid  to  the 
former  Soviet  Union,  that  now  the  aim  of  the  American  policy  is 
not  specifically  that  which  was  formulated  by  Dean  Acheson  at  that 
time. 

The  recent  world  events,  including  also  the  success  of  Mr. 
Zhirinovsky  during  the  elections — and,  by  the  way,  I  want  to  tell 
here  that  his  fraction  in  the  lower  House  is  still  a  third  and  not 
the  largest  one — all  that  certainly  shows  us  that  the  reforms  are 
in  danger,  and  the  reason  for  the  political  anti-Semitism  certainly 
lies  here,  more  than  in  other  fields. 

The  West,  well  let  me  use  this  ambiguous  term,  probably,  still 
cannot  orient  their  support  and  aid  programs  so  as  not  to  ruin 
those  significant  positive  results  which  have  been  achieved  until 
now  during  the  2  years  of  reform.  The  Russian  political  leadership 
is  still  listening  to  Western  opinion.  Irresponsible  political  leaders 
are  not  yet  holding  their  fingers  on  the  nuclear  knob. 

The  failure  of  the  reforms  will  have  a  devastating  effect,  cer- 
tainly, in  the  form  of  the  growth  of  anti-Semitism,  but  not  only  so 
and  not  only  in  Russia,  but  in  all  the  former  Soviet  Union  and  the 
surrounding  regions  in  the  rest  of  the  world.  That  is  why  the  re- 
forms in  Russia,  I  stress  it,  in  the  Russian  Federation,  which  is  the 
central  part,  are  crucial  for  the  problem  we  are  discussing  now. 
■  We  still  have  time  to  do  something.  We  still  can  promote  certain 
plans  and  suppress  trends  leading  us  toward  a  catastrophe,  toward 
racism,  xenophobia  and  anti-Semitism.  Let  us  altogether  not  miss 
the  northern  part  of  the  Eurasian  continent,  which  is  so  crucial  to 
the  fate  of  the  world.  Thank  you. 

Mr.  Lantos.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Chlenov,  for  an  excellent 
statement. 

We  will  next  hear  from  the  distinguished  president  of  the 
Central  Council  of  Jews  in  Germany,  Mr.  Ignatz  Bubis.  Mr.  Bubis. 

STATEMENT  OF  IGNATZ  BUBIS,  PRESIDENT,  CENTRAL 
COUNCIL  OF  GERMAN  JEWS 

Mr.  Bubis.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  With  the  growing  xeno- 
phobia and  anti-Semitism  outright,  and  although  in  Germany, 
maybe  in  Germany  it  is  a  specific  problem  because  of  the  past,  but 
we  may  say  that  anti-Semitism  still  exists  since  1945.  It  was  not 
that  in  1945,  anti-Semitism  was  finished.  But,  there  was  a  change. 

The  anti-Semitism  in  Germany  is  presently  not  growing,  but  be- 
coming more  open,  like  a  taboo  has  been  broken.  This  has  probably 
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to  do  with  the  growing  anti-Semitism  everywhere,  and  a  big  influ- 
ence on  this  taboo  has  something  to  do  with  the  flood  of  anti-Se- 
mitic and  neo-Nazi  pamphlets  denying  the  Holocaust,  which  comes 
to  Germany  mainly  from  the  United  States,  but  also  from  Canada 
and  other  countries  like  Denmark,  Spain  and  Sweden,  where  deny- 
ing the  Holocaust  cannot  be  prosecuted.  The  difference  is  that  in 
Germany,  denying  the  Holocaust  can  be  prosecuted,  and  sometimes 
people,  even  Germans,  in  other  countries,  are  sending  their  pam- 
phlets and  their  books  to  Germany.  They  are  not  allowed  to  come 
to  Germany,  but  they  are  doing  it  from  other  countries  such  as  the 
United  States. 

And,  it  has  something  to  do  with  the  growth  of  radical  or  right 
wing  parties.  On  top  of  this,  we  are  confronted  in  Germany  with 
violence  which  comes  mostly  from  young  people  from  hooligans  or 
skinheads,  who  are  small  in  number,  but  nevertheless,  we  feel 
them. 

On  the  other  hand,  at  the  same  time,  the  polls  show  that  young 
people  between  age  18  and  30  are  half  as  anti-Semitic  or 
xenophobic  as  the  older  generation.  What  makes  me  worry  is  that 
the  same  situation  existed  20  or  30  years  ago,  which  means  that 
the  young  people  becoming  older  probably  change  their  minds. 

I  would  like  to  add  one  sentence:  this  phenomenon  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  unification  of  Germany,  because  anti-Semitism  and 
xenophobia  and  racism  are  in  the  eastern  part  of  Germany  lower 
than  in  the  Western  part.  I  think  it  must  become  global,  in  a  kind 
of  law.  A  global  intervention,  international  intervention,  maybe  by 
the  United  Nations.  But,  Europe  and  the  United  States  have  to 
fight  for  it,  that  denying  the  Holocaust  could  be  prosecuted  every- 
where, not  only  in  Germany  and  in  some  other  countries,  as  it  is 
now. 

This  would  be  the  first  step  in  the  direction  of  fighting  anti-Semi- 
tism. Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Lantos.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Bubis,  for  an  outstand- 
ing statement.  Let  me  say  how  conscious  we  are  of  the  very  impor- 
tant work  you  do  in  a  country  where  history  makes  your  task  so 
unbelievably  difficult  and  complex.  We  appreciate  your  being  here. 

Our  next  witness  is  the  Chairman  of  the  European  Jewish  Con- 
gress, my  good  and  distinguished  friend,  Jean  Kahn.  I  must  say, 
before  you  begin,  that  it  was  one  of  the  hopeful  moments  of  the 
fight  against  anti-Semitism  and  racism,  when  I  had  the  pleasure, 
with  a  group  of  my  colleagues,  to  join  you  in  Strasbourg,  and  join 
thousands  of  people  from  the  French  side  and  from  the  German 
side,  at  the  Eurobridge  pledging  our  undying  commitment  to  fight 
anti-Semitism  and  racism.  It  was  a  memorable  moment  in  my  life, 
and  I  am  sure  in  yours,  Jean,  and  I  am  delighted  to  have  you. 

Mr.  Kahn.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman 

STATEMENT  OF  JEAN  KAHN,  PRESIDENT,  EUROPEAN  JEWISH 

CONGRESS 

Mr.  Kahn.  I  shall  try  in  a  few  minutes  to  give  you  a  survey  of 
anti-Semitism  in  Europe.  You  heard  a  part  of  it  with  Mr.  Chlenov 
and  Mr.  Bubis.  I  shall  try  to  make  a  survey  of  all  of  Europe. 

Fifty  years  after  the  Holocaust,  4  years  after  the  fall  of  the  Com- 
munist empire,  Europe  turns  a  worried  face  to  the  world.  For  dif- 
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ferent  reasons,  such  as  the  poHtical  and  economic  disorder  in  East- 
ern and  Central  Europe  and  the  crisis  of  Western  markets,  there 
has  been  a  wide  spread  return  to  alarming  signs  of  nationalist  ex- 
tremism, with  nations  turning  inward,  amidst  intolerance  and  re- 
jection of  those  who  are  in  any  way  different. 

The  worst  facet  of  this  overall  situation  is  the  situation  in  former 
Yugoslavia,  where  we  are  now  faced  with  a  situation  which  50 
years  ago  led  to  an  apex  of  horror  in  the  very  heart  of  our  con- 
tinent. But  this  is  not  the  only  ethnic  war  in  Europe.  Many  such 
conflicts  are  potentially  possible  in  Eastern  Europe,  where  the  fate 
of  minorities,  we  fear,  is  seriously  threatened.  Many  disturbing  oc- 
currences have  taken  place  in  Western  Europe,  as  well.  In  Grer- 
many,  the  pivotal  point  of  Europe  today,  and  the  epicenter,  50 
years  ago,  of  an  apocalypse,  common  occurrences  include  such  seri- 
ous phenomena  as  immigrant  housing  being  attacked  and  set  on 
fire,  or  a  downright  refusal  to  integrate  people.  Jewish  sites,  such 
as  synagogues,  have  also  frequently  been  defaced  or  destroyed.  Ex- 
treme right  wing  political  movements,  which  until  the  beginning  of 
the  eighties  would  not  have  been  able  to  express  racist  or 
antisemitic  ideas,  or  at  least,  not  in  official  public  speeches,  have 
now  been  strengthened.  This  has  happened  in  France,  Belgium, 
Austria,  and  more  recently,  in  Italy,  where  neo-fascist  parties  have 
won  40  to  50  percent  of  votes  in  some  elections. 

In  Italy,  too,  new  parties,  such  as  the  Northern  League,  which 
advocate  the  North/South  partition  of  the  country,  preach  rejection 
and  exclusion.  All  this  seems  bound  to  create  an  oppressive  atmos- 
phere, which  even,  if  it  cannot  be  compared  to  the  thirties,  can 
hardly  leave  onlookers  indifferent. 

Furthermore,  in  recent  legislative  elections  in  Russia,  a  party 
which,  according  to  its  leader,  Mr.  Zhirinovsky,  makes  no  secret  of 
its  racist  views,  did  remarkably  well.  This  is  not  without  con- 
sequence for  the  rest  of  Eastern  Europe,  knowing  that  all  those 
who  opposed  President  Yeltsin  in  front  of  the  Moscow  White  House 
in  the  first  day  of  October  last  year  continuously  proclaimed 
antisemitic  slogans  during  the  uprising. 

But  how  can  we  respond  to  such  dangers?  In  close  partnership 
with  the  Council  of  Europe,  the  European  Jewish  Congress  has 
taken  measures,  mainly  concerning  Eastern  and  Central  European 
Parliaments,  to  integrate  a  genuine  concept  of  democracy  into  the 
legislative  and  judiciary  processes  of  these  countries,  and  to  combat 
the  fomentation  of  racism,  xenophobia  and  anti-Semitism. 

It  was  in  this  context  that  we  met  roughly  100  members  of  what 
at  that  time  was  still  the  Supreme  Soviet,  in  Moscow  on  May  31 
and  June  1,  1993.  We  also  met  with  the  media  whose  role  and  re- 
sponsibilities are  tremendous  in  this  respect.  We  will  soon  repeat 
this  exercise  in  Budapest  and  Warsaw,  in  the  National  Parliaments 
there  with  the  full  cooperation  of  the  politicians  concerned. 

In  mid- 1994,  we  will  also  organize,  once  again  in  close  coopera- 
tion with  the  Council  of  Europe,  an  interregional  conference  in  Bul- 
garia. This  choice  comes  from  the  fact  that  Bulgaria  is  one  of  the 
least  intolerant  countries  in  the  region,  and  one  which  50  years 
ago,  we  have  not  to  forget  it,  saved  its  Jews. 

In  the  near  future,  we  will  also  hold  a  major  round  table  in  Mos- 
cow for  Western  and  Russian  media  executives,  to  bring  the  Rus- 
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sian  Federation's  press  to  a  better  understanding  of  how  democracy 
may  be  encouraged. 

In  Western  Europe  we  seek  to  harmonize  legislation  against  in- 
citement to  racial  hatred,  with  a  view  to  eliminate  all  forms  of  his- 
torical revisionism,  and  in  particular.  Holocaust  denial.  We  also  en- 
courage all  movements  which  fight  racism,  which  must  be  met  in 
the  schools,  to  teach  the  sad  reality  of  the  Holocaust  and  foster  a 
tolerant  and  respectful  approach  to  those  who  are  different. 

By  the  same  token,  we  have  proposed  a  European  Tolerance  Day, 
for  schools  throughout  the  Continent,  and  a  common  school  curricu- 
lum for  European  history  which  includes  the  tragedy  of  the  Holo- 
caust. This,  to  our  mind,  is  the  best  way  to  combat  those  who  are 
tempted  by  Holocaust  denial. 

To  fight  such  trends,  and  to  enlighten  the  decisionmakers,  lead- 
ers of  the  European  Jewish  Congress  traveled  to  Auschwitz  on  Jan- 
uary 27,  that  means  a  few  weeks  ago,  with  150  European  par- 
liamentarians, and  10  presidents  of  national  parliaments,  France, 
Italy,  Belgium,  Netherlands,  Luxembourg,  Greece,  Portugal,  Ger- 
many, Poland  and  Israel,  and  also,  Mrs.  Simone  Veil,  who  was  the 
first  president  of  the  European  Parliament,  and  who  is  now  at  the 
moment.  State  Minister  of  the  French  Government. 

In  our  fight  against  intolerance  everywhere  in  Europe,  we  have 
often  traveled  to  former  Yugoslavia,  and  especially,  Sarajevo,  and 
taken  the  initiative,  with  representatives  of  all  the  churches,  in 
order  to  fight  for  peace  and  to  bring  humanitarian  aid  to  those 
most  affected  by  the  conflict.  It  was  us  who  evacuated  on  Februarv 
16,  1993,  and  brought  to  Israel,  100  Bosnian  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren, who  came  out  of  camps  where  they  had  been  poorly  treated. 
We  also  helped  bring  about  two  evacuations  last  Saturday  of  296 
people  of  all  religions  from  Sarajevo. 

If  democracy  and  tolerance  are  to  survive,  values  must  be  strong 
enough,  not  merely  to  flourish  when  people  prosper,  but  also  to  re- 
sist periods  of  crisis.  In  an  ideal  world,  the  people  of  Sarajevo 
would  not  have  had  to  die  to  bring  about  a  discussion  of  this  idea. 
But,  our  world  is  not  ideal,  and  the  shadows  of  the  past  claim  vic- 
tims in  Europe  every  day.  Our  task,  as  we  stand  on  the  threshold 
of  the  new  century,  is  to  ensure  the  shadows  have  no  part  in  our 
future. 

Thank  you. 

[The  prepared  statement  of  Mr.  Kahn  appears  in  the  appendix.] 

Mr.  Lantos.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Kahn,  for  a  very  power- 
ful statement.  Before  calling  on  our  next  witness,  I  want  to  note 
that  a  most  distinguished  member  of  Congress  has  joined  us,  who 
has  been  one  of  the  most  effective  fighters  for  all  human  rights,  my 
dear  friend  from  Massachusetts,  Congressman  Barney  Frank.  I 
hope  you  will  make  a  statement. 

Mr.  Frank.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  apologize  for  interrupt- 
ing the  flow,  but  with  the  force  of  this  testimony,  I  believe  it  will 
be  soon  picked  up. 

I  very  much  admire  your  doing  this.  The  recent  outbursts  of  anti- 
Semitism  need  to  be  addressed  for  a  couple  of  reasons.  One,  it  is 
especially  important  to  put  them  into  this  kind  of  context.  It  is  not 
an  accident  that  Khalid  Muhammad,  in  his  bizarre  diatribe,  justi- 
fied the  Nazis  in  the  Holocaust.  The  fi-amework  of  anti-Semitism 
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is  one  which  has  international  impHcations,  and  it  needs  to  be  ad- 
dressed in  this  international  context.  He  included  this  defense  of 
the  Nazis,  or  at  least,  an  explanation  of  the  motives.  We  presume 
that  this  outrage  was  one  of  the  truths,  so  called,  that  Louis 
Farrakhan  was  endorsing  in  his  equally  outrageous  remarks.  Given 
the  Zhirinovsky  outburst,  and  given  what  has  happened  recently, 
it  is  very  important  to  do  this. 

I  did  have  to  comment,  as  I  forced  myself  to  read  what  Khalid 
Muhammad  said,  and  some  of  the  things  that  Zhirinovsky  has  been 
saying,  that  I  am  struck  by,  and  I  do  not  know  if  this  is  historically 
the  case,  that  we  are  confronted  this  day  with  a  strain,  not  simply 
of  bigots,  but  of  truly  bizarre  bigots.  The  strain  of  lunacy  and  their 
bigotry  is  much  more  pronounced  than  I  can  remember.  That 
makes  it  all  the  more  distressing  that  thev  have  any  appeal  what- 
soever. Any  kind  of  rational  analysis  would  just  turn  you  off. 

I  think  the  very  fact  that  people  of  this  caliber,  this  total  lack 
of  any  coherence  or  intellectual  integritv,  find  audiences  is  a  dem- 
onstration of  the  virulence  of  this  terrible  disease  of  anti-Semitism. 
So,  by  providing  this  forum  in  which  people  can  examine  it,  repudi- 
ate it,  and  make  sure  that  it  is  not  unduly  dismissed,  it  is  probably 
because  these  people  are  buffoons,  on  one  level,  that  people  may 
underestimate  them,  but  this  kind  of  buffoonery  has  had  terribly 
tragic  consequences  before,  and  I  appreciate  your  giving  us  this 
forum  in  which  we  can  deal  with  it. 

Mr.  Lantos.  Thank  you  very  much,  Congressman  Frank.  Our 
next  witness  is  the  President  of  the  Argentine  Jewish  Community, 
Dr.  Ruben  Beraja.  We  are  delighted  to  have  you.  You  may  proceed 
any  way  you  choose. 

Mr.  Beraja.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman. 

STATEMENT  OF  RUBEN  BERAJA,  PRESmENT,  ARGENTINE 

JEWISH  COMMUNITY 

Mr.  Beraja.  In  this  qualified  opportunity,  I  speak  on  behalf  of 
the  Latin  American  Jewish  Congress,  which  represents  all  Jewish 
communities  from  Mexico  to  Argentina. 

As  you  well  know,  our  region  has  had  a  long  history  of  political 
instability,  social  and  economic  turmoil,  and  a  lack  of  pluralism  as 
an  essential  principal.  In  this  sense,  we  must  recognize  that  the 
Catholic  Church  has  played  an  influential  role  in  the  history  of 
Latin  America.  And  also,  we  should  remember  that  the  Spanish  In- 
quisition during  the  colonization,  was  active  in  the  region  for  many 
years,  and  it  has  left  its  imprint  in  the  culture  and  ideology  of  an 
important  sector  of  the  population.  In  spite  of  that,  particularly 
since  the  Second  Vatican  Council,  there  has  been  great  progress  in 
the  Catholic  teachings  and  attitudes  toward  Jews  and  Judaism. 

In  another  way,  in  the  political  field,  we  also  witnessed  dramatic 
changes.  Today  almost  all  the  Latin  American  countries  have  freely 
elected  democratic  governments,  and  the  role  of  the  United  States 
in  this  highly  positive  development  should  be  emphasized,  specifi- 
cally in  the  increasing  observance  of  human  rights. 

Unfortunately,  there  has  not  been  similar  progress  in  terms  of 
the  standard  of  living  of  the  vast  members  of  the  population  of  the 
region,  where  poverty,  in  some  areas,  is  very  extreme.  It  is  a  sig- 
nificant issue  of  concern  to  all  of  us.   Of  course,  there  are  dif- 
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ferences  from  country  to  country,  and  we  should  not  encourage  gen- 
eralization, but  we  must  know  that  when  the  basic  human  needs 
are  not  satisfied,  extremists  and  bigots  find  a  ground  for  the  dis- 
semination of  hate,  discrimination  and  violence. 

Also,  with  regional  immigration  of  substantial  numbers  looking 
for  jobs,  sometimes  at  the  expense  of  local  workers,  we  are  starting 
to  see  some  ugly  manifestations  of  xenophobia  and  discrimination 
against  foreigners. 

In  direct  reference  to  anti-Semitism,  the  recurrence  of  a  swastika 
in  the  streets  of  some  cities,  the  desecration  of  Jewish  cemeteries, 
and  anti-Semitic  remarks  from  some  government  officials,  and  the 
recent  attack  against  the  chief  rabbi  of  Buenos  Aires,  are  painful 
reminders  that  prejudice,  racism,  and  specifically,  anti-Semitism, 
are  still  a  threat. 

In  particular,  the  Argentine  Government  had  shown  serious  con- 
cerns about  these  manifestations  of  anti-Semitism,  and  had  decided 
to  create  a  mixed  committee  between  the  government  and  Jewish 
communities,  and  we  hope  we  will  have  advances  in  the  education 
field  and  official  policy,  with  the  support  of  the  media,  who  are 
truly  engaged  against  anti-Semitism. 

In  this  atmosphere,  we  should  alert  community  leaders  and  gov- 
ernment officials,  religious  of  all  faiths,  intellectual  and  opinion 
molders,  and  last,  but  not  least,  the  common  citizen,  and  together, 
beyond  national  boundaries  and  language  barriers,  protect  the 
rights  of  minorities,  denounce  each  and  every  incident  of  racism, 
promote  better  legislation  to  penalize  hate  crimes,  and  especially, 
educational  tools,  so  that  our  young  people,  and  all  the  people,  will 
learn  to  respect  their  fellow  being,  whatever  his  or  her  color,  belief, 
or  ethnic  background. 

I  thank  you  for  the  opportunity  and  privilege  of  making  this 
presentation. 

Mr.  Lantos.  Thank  you  very  much.  Dr.  Beraja,  for  your  very  in- 
formative remarks. 

Finally,  on  this  panel,  we  have  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  Mr. 
Seymour  Kopelowitz,  who  will  be  discussing  the  situation  in  South 
Africa. 

Mr.  Kopelowitz.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman. 

STATEMENT  OF  SEYMOUR  KOPELOWITZ,  NATIONAL 
DIRECTOR,  SOUTH  AFRICA  JEWISH  BOARD  OF  DEPUTIES 

Mr.  Kopelowitz.  The  experience  of  Jewish  history  is  that  soci- 
eties which  are  undergoing  transition,  which  are  undergoing 
change,  always  experience  elements  of  anti-Semitism.  South  Africa 
is  not  an  exception.  The  two  levels  from  which  anti-Semitism  ema- 
nate in  South  Afi-ica,  from,  first  of  all,  the  right  wing,  and  second 
of  all,  the  left  wing. 

Amongst  the  left  wing,  anti-Semitism  traditionally  has  been 
under  the  guise  of  anti-Zionism.  Nevertheless,  there  are  extreme 
anti-Semitic  views  among  members  of  fundamentalist  Muslim 
groups  in  South  Africa,  for  example,  Quibla  and  Hamas.  There  was 
an  outburst  by  a  high  ranking  ANC  official  in  the  Western  Cape 
some  months  ago,  where  he  stated  at  a  public  meeting  that  Hitler 
should  have  killed  all  the  Jews.  He  was  immediately  reprimanded 
and  suspended  for  3  months,  and  he  apologized. 
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Another  example  of  material  which  is  distributed  in  university 
campuses  follows  similar  trends.  The  "Muribitan,"  which  appeared 
at  the  University  of  Cape  Town,  said  the  following,  "The  Apartheid 
regime  acted  against  you  by  crude  force  when  you  stood  up  to 
speak  for  justice.  They  followed  the  instructions  of  their  Jewish 
Monetary  overlords  to  the  tee."  Those  are  typical  elements  of  that 
level  of  anti-Semitism. 

But,  far  more  prolific  is  anti-Semitism  amongst  the  right  wing 
movements  in  South  Africa.  There  are  two  groups  into  which  we 
can  divide  it,  the  first  being  anti-Semitism  which  I  call  internation- 
ally linked.  There,  we  have  groups  like  the  Church  of  the  Creator, 
which  has  links  here  in  the  United  States  of  America.  We  have  the 
Holocaust  deniers.  David  Irving,  who  is  now  banned  from  visiting 
the  country,  nevertheless  has  support  among  mainstream  conserv- 
ative party  members.  There  was  a  gentleman  in  Parliament  the 
other  day  who  supported  the  concept  of  denying  the  Holocaust.  His 
name  was  Mr.  Louis  Stofberg,  a  member  of  the  Conservative  party. 

The  other  level  of  right  wing  Semitism  comes  from  the  AWB, 
which  is  the  Afrikaner  Weerstandsbeweging.  They  claim  a  member- 
ship of  40,000  people.  I  think  it  is  much  less.  I  think  it  is  between 
5,000  and  10,000.  But,  most  of  the  anti-Semitic  incidents  which  the 
Jewish  community  experiences  emanate  from  this  quarter.  This  in- 
cludes cemetery  desecrations,  synagogue  desecrations,  harass- 
ments,  and  outbursts  against  high  profile  Jews.  A  recent  one  was 
an  outburst  against  Judge  Goldstone. 

The  anti-Semitic  literature  which  the  right  wing  puts  out  really 
follows  three  themes:  Jews  controlling  South  African  and  world 
media;  that  the  Jewish  community,  and  this  is  a  recurring  theme, 
controls  the  Democratic  party  here  in  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica; and  traditional  stereotyping  of  Jewish  wealth,  in  terms  of  Jew- 
ish companies. 

Mr.  Chairman,  allow  me  to  conclude  with  a  personal  comment. 
I  think  that  support  of  the  American  Grovernment  for  the  demo- 
cratic process  of  change  which  has  taken  place  in  South  Africa  is, 
in  my  view,  a  critical  element  for  combating  generations  of  preju- 
dice and  bigotry  in  South  Africa,  and  promoting  a  new  and  demo- 
cratic future  South  Africa. 

I  thank  you. 

Mr.  Lantos.  Thank  you  very  much  for  an  excellent  presentation. 

Our  next  witness  is  Professor  Irwin  Cotler,  Chairman  of  the 
Human  Rights  Commission  of  the  World  Jewish  Congress.  We  are 
very  pleased  to  have  you  with  us.  Dr.  Cotler.  You  may  proceed  any 
way  you  choose. 

Mr.  Cotler.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman. 

STATEMENT  OF  IRWIN  COTLER,  CHAIRMAN,  HUMAN  RIGHTS 
COMMISSION,  WORLD  JEWISH  CONGRESS 

Mr.  Cotler.  We  meet  today  at  a  critical,  historical  juncture  in 
the  struggle  for  human  rights  and  human  dignity,  in  the  relation- 
ship of  anti-Semitism  and  human  rights.  A  Dickensian  universe,  as 
described  by  Congress  people  this  morning,  as  being  really  the  best 
of  times  and  the  worst  of  times.  Where,  on  the  one  hand,  there  has 
been  a  literal  explosion  of  human  rights,  where  human  rights  has 
emerged  as  not  only  an  organizing  idiom  of  our  political  discourse, 
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but  of  our  political  culture,  to  which,  Mr.  Chairman,  you,  have  con- 
tributed so  eloquently;  where  human  rights  has  emerged,  in  a 
word,  as  the  new  secular  religion  of  our  time;  where  things  thought 
and  possible  have  not  only  happened,  but  have  been  forgotten,  or 
are  in  danger  of  being  forgotten,  since  the  March  of  democracy 
from  Central  Asia  to  Central  America,  the  dismantling  of  Apart- 
heid, the  repeal  of  the  Zionism  and  racism  resolution. 

And  yet,  at  the  same  time,  as  statements  this  morning  have 
demonstrated,  the  violations  in  the  world,  the  violations  of  human 
rights,  continue  unabated.  The  homeless  of  America,  the  hungry  of 
Africa,  the  imprisoned  of  Asia,  can  be  forgiven  if  they  believe  that 
somehow  the  human  rights  revolution  has  passed  them  by.  While 
the  silent  tragedy  of  the  Kurds,  the  ethnic  cleansing  in  the  Bal- 
kans, the  horror  of  Sarajevo,  the  agony  of  Angola,  Burundi,  Sudan, 
are  metaphor  and  message  of  the  assault  upon,  indeed,  abandon- 
ment of,  human  rights  in  our  time. 

What  is  true  of  the  human  condition  generally  in  these  violations 
of  human  rights?  They  find  echo  and  expression  in  the  graffiti  of 
the  Jewish  condition,  in  the  graffiti  of  anti-Semitism  today.  Where 
in  the  dialectics  of  Glasnost,  the  demons  of  the  past,  the  repressed 
demons  of  the  past  racism  and  anti-Semitism,  emerge  once  again, 
at  the  same  time,  the  symbols  of  fascism,  as  Mr.  Bronfinan  has 
stated,  find  rehabilitation.  Where  in  the  former  Soviet  Union,  and 
in  particular,  in  Russia,  the  new  extremist  nationalistic  Russian 
right  blames  the  Jews  for  bringing  about  communism,  and  the  old 
extremist  Communist  left  blames  the  Jews  for  the  downfall  of  com- 
munism. Either  way,  the  Jews  are  caught  in  a  movement  in  the  po- 
litical uses  of  anti-Semitism  in  the  former  Soviet  Union.  Where 
coated,  and  not  so  coated,  anti-Semitic  discourse  enters  the  main- 
stream of  Western  political  discourse  and  popular  culture.  Exam- 
ples have  been  given  today,  be  it  the  race  bating,  for  example,  of 
a  David  Duke,  on  the  right,  or  a  Farrakhan,  on  the  left.  Where,  in 
a  word,  this  graffiti  reflects  and  represents  several  generic  trends 
respecting  anti-Semitism  and  human  rights,  which  for  reasons  of 
time,  I  will  not  enumerate,  they  are  more  elaborated  in  my  paper 
itself. 

Number  1,  the  reoccurrence  of  this  most  enduring  hatred,  classi- 
cal anti-Semitism,  now  finding  its  way  into  the  popular  culture  and 
political  discourse. 

Two,  the  emergence  of  holocaust  denial  as  the  cutting  edge  of  the 
new  anti-Semitism.  Feeding  off  the  fascination  with  both  Jews  and 
conspiracies,  and  constituting,  thereby,  an  assault,  not  only  on  the 
Jews  in  the  killing  of  the  Jews  and  their  memory  a  second  time, 
but  an  assault  on  human  rights,  in  that  this  very  holocaust  denial 
movement,  itself,  constitutes  an  international  conspiracy  to  cover 
up  the  worst  Nazi  crimes  in  history. 

Third,  a  new  anti-Semitism  abroad  in  the  land  today,  rep- 
resented, in  a  word,  in  the  ongoing  de-legitimization  of  Israel  and 
the  Jewish  people,  reflected,  if  you  will,  in  the  emergence  of  Israel 
as  the  Jew  among  the  nations,  or  with  the  Iranian  Fatuah  calling 
for  the  destruction  of  Israel  as  the  Salmon  Rushdie  of  the  nations 
and  extremist  Islamic  fundamentalists. 

Four,  the  use  of  human  rights,  itself,  as  a  cover  under  which  this 
new  anti-Semitism  is  carried  out.  In  a  word,  in  a  world,  as  I  began 
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my  statement,  in  which  human  rights  is  a  secular  religion  of  our 
time,  Israel,  portrayed  as  the  poisoner  of  the  international  wells, 
as  an  anti-human  rights  metaphor,  emerges  as  the  new  anti-Christ 
of  our  time. 

And,  finally,  in  the  final  dimension  of  this  Orwellian  dimension 
of  the  use  of  human  rights  as  part  of  the  assault,  the  use  and 
abuse  of  the  United  Nations  to  give  legitimation  and  sanction  to 
the  use  and  abuse  of  human  rights  as  a  cover  for  this  new  anti- 
Semitism.  Ambassador  Morris  Abram,  the  Chair  of  the  World  Jew- 
ish Congress's  U.N.  watch,  has  given  eloquent  testimony  to  that, 
and  it  appears  in  my  fuller  statement. 

Finally,  Mr.  Chairman,  may  I  conclude  by  way  of  summary  with 
a  number  of  one-liners,  if  you  will  permit  me,  respecting  the  rela- 
tionship of  anti-Semitism  and  human  rights,  both  with  respect  of 
the  lessons  to  be  learned  and  the  action  to  be  taken.  That  is,  his- 
tory has  shown  that,  while  it  may  begin  with  Jews,  it  doesn't  end 
with  Jews.  And  so,  the  struggle  against  anti-Semitism  must  be 
seen  not  as  a  Jewish  issue,  but  as  a  most  profound  justice  issue. 

That  is,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  recently  put  it,  'The  Holo- 
caust did  not  begin  in  the  gas  chambers.  It  began  with  words,  with 
racial  incitement",  a  statement  made  by  the  Court  in  the  course  of 
upholding  legal  remedies  to  combat  racial  incitement.  I  have  pro- 
vided your  committee  with  a  statement  respecting  these  legal  rem- 
edies, which  perhaps  may  be  of  some  help  here  in  the  United 
States. 

Nazism  succeeded  not  only  because  of  the"  pathology  of  hatred 
and  the  technology  of  terror,  but  because  of  the  crime  of  indiffer- 
ence, because  of  the  crime  of  silence.  As  Elie  Wiesel  put  it,  with 
echoes  for  Sarajevo  today,  neutrality  always  means  coming  down 
on  the  side  of  the  victimizer,  never  on  the  side  of  the  victim.  It  is 
our  responsibility  to  shatter  the  walls  of  indifference  to  break  these 
conspiracies  of  silence. 

Bringing  Nazi  war  criminals  to  justice,  which  our  country  has 
done,  is  not  only  a  profound  issue  of  human  rights,  but  also  an 
antidote  to  the  holocaust  denial  movement.  In  testimony  before  the 
courts  in  Canada,  holocaust  deniers  have  repeatedly  said,  "Well, 
you  see.  There  have  been  no  crimes.  Therefore,  there  are  no  crimes. 
That  must  mean  there  are  no  so-called  Nazi  war  criminals  to  be 
brought  to  justice." 

And  so,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  we  do  not  persist  in  the  bringing  of 
Nazi  war  criminals  to  justice,  there  may  be  those  who  will  say  10 
or  15  years  hence,  "You  see,  there  were  no  criminals.  Therefore, 
that  must  mean  that  there  were  no  crimes."  The  United  Nations, 
founded,  appropriately  enough,  as  an  alliance  against  racism  and 
anti-Semitism  must  not  be  permitted  to  be  converted  into  a  forum 
for  the  propagation  of  racism  and  hatred  itself. 

May  I  close  with  these  words?  In  a  world  which  is  not  safe  for 
democracy  or  human  rights,  it  will  not  be  safe  for  Jews,  for  Blacks, 
for  any  vulnerable  minorities.  The  converse  is  also  true,  as  history 
so  tragically  has  shown,  that  in  a  world  which  will  not  be  safe  for 
Jews,  and  one  could  also  now  say  for  Blacks,  Aboriginal,  or  any 
other  visible  minorities,  it  will  not  be  safe  for  democracy  or  for 
human  rights. 
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Mr.  Lantos.  Thank  you  very  much,  Professor  Cotler,  for  your  re- 
markably sophisticated  and  powerful  statement. 

Our  next  witness  is  the  Secretary  General  of  the  World  Jewish 
Congress,  Mr.  Israel  Singer.  Mr.  Singer? 

Mr.  Singer.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman. 

STATEMENT  OF  ISRAEL  SINGER,  SECRETARY  GENERAL, 
WORLD  JEWISH  CONGRESS 

Mr.  Singer.  As  Mr.  Bronfman  said  before,  when  my  parents 
were  looking  for  a  haven,  I  am  sorry  that  you  were  not  available 
at  that  time  to  respond  to  them.  I  am  pleased  that  my  son  found 
haven  in  your  committee,  not  needing  it,  as  an  American  citizen. 

In  the  entire  earth  paper,  not  enough  material  would  exist  to  de- 
scribe the  hatred  of  one  man  to  another.  There  is  a  difference,  how- 
ever, today,  from  that  situation  which  existed  that  was  so  elo- 
quently described,  so  horrifically  attempted  to  be  made  clear  here. 
That  difference  is  the  fact  that  the  United  States  has  spoken  up 
clearly  for  so  long,  for  so  many  oppressed  peoples,  because  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  has  been  the  main  stay  through  its  rep- 
resentatives. 

When  we  were  younger,  we  spoke  up  for  the  people  who  could 
not  speak  up  for  themselves  in  this  country.  As  Jews,  when  we 
spoke  for  the  Blacks,  we  forged  an  alliance  which  is  today  bearing 
fruit.  That  fruit  was  born  here  in  this  committee  when  we  heard 
the  testimony  of  our  colleagues  on  our  behalf,  and  we  continue  to 
testify  on  their  behalf 

But  there  is  another  change  besides  the  help  that  we  get  from 
the  United  States,  from  the  people,  and  from  the  Congress.  That 
is  the  existence  of  the  State  of  Israel,  which  no  one  has  mentioned. 
The  State  of  Israel  has  created  an  objective  condition  for  the  Jews, 
which  the  U.S.  Congress  and  the  U.S.  Government  has  continued 
to  support,  which  has  created  a  condition  which  is  objectively  dif- 
ferent for  every  Jew  today  from  that  condition  which  existed  during 
a  time  when  it  was  open  season  on  Jews,  prior  to  World  War  II, 
and  throughout  Jewish  history  when  anti-Semitism  was  the  oldest 
scourge  and  the  most  horrific  scourge  that  mankind  has  ever  seen. 

This  self-determination  for  the  Jewish  people,  this  international 
affirmative  action  which  the  U.S.  Government  helped  to  create,  and 
the  United  Nations  helped  to  establish,  is  something  which  we 
shall  never  forget,  and  which  we  shall  continue  to  appreciate.  But, 
today,  we  are  here,  once  more,  on  a  specific  item.  We  have  had 
your  support,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  the  support  of  your  committee, 
with  regard  to  the  help  of  the  Jewish  communities,  the  fledgling 
Jewish  communities,  the  re-democratizing  Jewish  communities, 
and  the  small  democracies  that  are  being  recreated  in  Eastern  Eu- 
rope. Their  property  was  taken  away  twice,  in  legal  terms,  twice 
converted.  Once  by  the  Nazis,  and  the  second  time  by  the  Com- 
munists, both  cruelly,  both  times  without  legal  recourse  for  the 
Jews,  worse  for  the  Jews  than  for  others  in  each  of  these  cases,  and 
different  in  many  of  the  countries,  some  of  the  regimes  having  been 
collaborators  during  the  Nazi  period,  while  others  having  been 
more  democratic. 

But,  nevertheless,  the  Jewish  communities  who  have  returned, 
some  penniless  and  few  in  numbers,  some  old,  did  not  receive  their 
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institutions  back.  Mr.  Bronfman,  who  is  President  of  the  World 
Jewish  Congress,  has  founded  an  organization,  with  his  colleagues 
from  the  Jewish  Agency,  Mr.  Dinitz  and  Mr.  Kaplan,  and  the 
American  Jewish  Joint  Distribution  Committee,  the  B'Nai  B'rith 
International,  we  have  formed  the  World  Jewish  Restitution  Orga- 
nization, to  attempt  to  return  the  property,  the  communal,  as  well 
as  heirless  and  personal  property,  to  the  Jewish  communities,  and 
to  the  individual  Jews  who  lay  impoverished  in  a  re-democratizing 
Eastern  Europe. 

We  appeal  to  this  committee,  to  its  members,  and  to  the  House, 
at  large,  to  support  us,  once  more,  as  you  have  supported  us  with 
regardf  to  Israel,  and  with  regard  to  bigotry  of  all  types,  as  well  as 
anti-Semitism. 

Thank  you  very  much.  This  is  a  human  right  which  every  man 
deserves,  the  return  of  that  which  was  his,  and  that  which  be- 
longed to  his  and  her  community. 

Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Lantos.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Singer.  Let  me  just  say, 
speaking  for  myself  as  chairman  of  the  subcommittee,  that  we  are 
totally  committed  to  securing  that  right,  and  we  will  take  all  nec- 
essary and  appropriate  legislative  steps  to  bring  it  about. 

Let  me  also  say,  since  you  have  mentioned  him  and  he's  not 
among  our  witnesses,  that  I  personally  want  to  pay  my  utmost  re- 
spect and  salute  my  great  friend,  Simcha  Dinitz,  who  has  honored 
us  with  his  presence.  We  are  very  pleased  to  have  you,  Mr.  Ambas- 
sador. 

Our  final  witness  is  a  fellow  parliamentarian,  one  who  has  cre- 
ated an  international  organization  of  parliamentarians  fighting  for 
the  elimination  of  hatred  and  bigotry  and  persecution  of  Jews 
across  the  globe.  I  am  very  pleased  to  call  on  distinguished  member 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  the  Honorable  Greville  Janner.  Greville, 
the  mike  is  yours. 

STATEMENT  OF  HON.  GREVILLE  JANNER,  MP  (UNITED  KING- 
DOM), PRESIDENT,  THE  INTER-PARLIAMENTARY  COUNCIL 
AGAINST  ANTI-SEMITISM 

Mr.  Janner.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  am  de- 
lighted to  be  here  for  many  reasons.  One  is  to  pay  my  respect 

Mr.  Lantos.  Pull  it  closer. 

Mr.  Janner.  I  think  you  need  an  electrician  in  Congress.  Per- 
haps we  can  send  one  over.  [Laughter.] 

Mr.  Lantos.  Well,  you  British  are  so  reserved  always,  that  you 
don't  want  to  get  close.  That's  the  problem. 

Mr.  Janner.  Yes.  There  are  exceptions.  Chairman.  I  would  not 
wish  my  expression  of  delight  at  being  able  to  say  how  honored  I 
am  to  be  sitting  under  your  guidance  to  go  unrecorded. 

Mr.  Lantos.  Sorry  to  help. 

Mr.  Janner.  No,  no,  no.  This  is  the  Germans  helping  the  British. 
It's  a  tremendous  change.  [Laughter.] 

Mr.  Janner.  And  I  pay  my  tribute  to  Annette.  I'm  glad  that  pub- 
lic service,  I  know  and  recognize,  is  a  family  ailment  for  you,  and 
it's  a  great  honor  to  be  here.  I  am  also  delighted  to  be  before  my 
very  old  friend  and  colleague,  Ben  Oilman,  and  to  note  that  at  least 
one  of  your  Congressmen  is  properly  dressed  with  a  flower. 
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Mr.  AcKERMAN.  If  you'd  allow  me,  I  almost  exclusively  wear 
white  carnations.  I  don't  know  what  possessed  me  today  to  wear 
one  of  this  color,  but  it  would  appear  that  this  is  proof  positive  of 
an  international  Jewish  conspiracy.  [Laughter.] 

Mr.  Janner.  No.  It's  the  florists'  conspiracy.  They  didn't  have  a 
red  one  for  me  or  a  white  one  for  you. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  delighted  to  be  part  of  this  delegation,  also 
as  a  chairman  of  a  parliamentary  committee  in  the  United  King- 
dom; to  be  turned  from  a  lion  into  a  lamb  for  a  day  is  a  consider- 
ably chastening  experience,  particularly  surrounded  as  I  am  by  the 
leaders  of  World  Jewish  Congress.  And  I  wish  to  tell  you  that  the 
Interparliamentary  Council  against  anti-Semitism  was  bom  in  con- 
versations with  Edgar  Bronfman  and  with  Israel  Singer,  recogniz- 
ing that  it  is  vital  for  Jewish  people  to  have  a  nondenominational 
body  fighting  for  the  rights  of  Jewish  people  just  as  Jewish  people 
will  always  fight  for  the  rights  of  others. 

We  have  listened  to  a  series  of  very  interesting  and  very  impor- 
tant contributions.  It  seems  to  me  tnat  there  is  one  missing  ele- 
ment which,  perhaps,  I  can  provide  as  the  final  speaker,  which  is 
a  question  which  your  Secretary  of  State  declined  to  answer  yester- 
day about  Sarajevo  and  Bosnia.  What  can  we  do  about  it? 

We  have,  so  far  as  anti-Semitism  is  concerned,  one  answer.  We 
must  recognize  that  all  of  us  politicians  we  have  a  vast  responsibil- 
ity to  use  our  strengths,  our  power,  our  influence  for  human  rights; 
and  the  Interparliamentary  Council  against  anti-Semitism  is  the 
political  structure  already  used  and  tested  against  anti-Semitism 
throughout  the  world.  It  is  recognized  by  the  interparliamentary 
union,  and  I  greatly  welcome  the  chance  to  seek  a  greater  involve- 
ment from  Congress. 

You  will  wish  to  know  what  we  are  about.  There  is  a  paper  be- 
fore you  which  I  do  not  intend  to  repeat,  but  may  I  emphasize  two 
or  three  points.  First,  the  organization  is  unique  because  it  con- 
tains peoples  of  all  parties. 

Ben  Oilman  said  this  morning  there  is  no  distinction  in  the  bat- 
tle for  human  rights  between  Democrats  or  Republicans.  He  could 
have  added  between  conservatives  and  labor,  between  social  demo- 
crats and  liberals.  The  only  one  outside  our  ranks  are  the  fascists, 
of  the  right  and  of  the  left,  and  I  remind  you  of  a  remark  of  your 
President  Eisenhower — decent  people  walk  in  the  center  of  the 
road,  the  rest  are  in  the  gutters  on  either  side. 

We  are  a  nondenominational  group.  We  are  cross-party.  We  have 
people  as  varied  as  President  Brauzaskas  of  Lithuania  and  Crown 
Prince  Hassan  of  Jordan  amongst  our  members.  We  are  an  um- 
brella organization  in  many  parliaments,  some  able,  as  you  are,  to 
fight  their  own  battles  in  their  own  countries;  others  which  are  not. 

It  is  not  surprising  to  me  that  you  get  demagogues  making  anti- 
Semitic  speeches  in  your  country.  What  is  notable  is  the  reaction, 
the  immediate  vigorous  and  unequivocating  reaction,  from  distin- 
guished members  of  your  communities,  and  not  least  from  your 
own  colleague,  John  Lewis,  who  we  were  so  pleased  to  welcome 
here  this  morning. 

It  is  vital  in  your  country  and  in  mine  that  when  fascism  be- 
comes apparent,  but  before  it  has  the  chance  to  grow,  we  stamp 
upon  it  from  the  highest  possible  level.  It  is  sometimes  difficult  for 
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people  in  the  United  States  to  recognize  the  problems  that  are  suf- 
fered in  countries  where  there  are  few  Jews,  comparatively;  where 
there  are  none  in  their  parliaments;  where  there  are  none  with  ac- 
cess to  power  or  to  strength;  and  it  is  for  them  that  we  work,  and 
it  is  through  non-Jewish  members  of  their  parliament  that  we  can 
get  results  through  the  40  people  in  the  Hungarian  Parliament, 
through  our  representatives  in  the  Polish  Parliament  and  in  the 
Russian  Parliament.  For  people  in  countries  where  it  takes  very 
great  courage  to  speak  out  against  anti-Semitism,  and  in  some 
countries  there  is  no  one  to  do  it.  So  we  try  to  provide  it  there  by 
giving  them  courage  through  us,  and  if  we  can't  do  that,  then  we 
will  do  the  job  for  and  with  them,  and  for  that  we  need  you. 

The  Interparliamentary  Council  may  be  useful  to  you  in  the 
United  States,  as  a  weapon  against  racism  and  fascism.  That's  a 
matter  for  you.  Each  parliament  uses  it  in  its  own  way.  Each  par- 
liament uses  this  form  of  leadership  as  it  sees  fit.  What  matters 
is  that  in  parliaments  in  countries  where  they  are  fragile,  where 
as  we've  heard  this  morning,  in  Grermany  or  in  the  former  Soviet 
Union,  where  democracy  may  collapse,  where  a  second  Holocaust 
may  start  again,  where  attacks  on  gypsies,  Hungarians  and  other 
minorities  may  lead  once  again  to  the  gas  chambers  for  Jews;  that 
there  are  voices  in  the  world,  people  with  access  to  power  and  peo- 
ple with  power  in  and  through  our  organization. 

We  are  an  international  body  so  as  to  support  activities  in  coun- 
tries where  mechanisms  to  combat  anti-Semitism  are  not  devel- 
oped. We  have  access  to  remind  governments  to  be  vigilant,  and  we 
engage  countries  in  productive  dialogue. 

If  I  may  give  you  one  current  example,  we  are  trying  very  hard 
to  get  our  friends  in  Japan  to  denounce  the  anti-Semitic  advertise- 
ments in  their  newspapers,  which  they  have  so  far  failed  to  do,  and 
we  have  a  dialogue  with  them.  We  are  trying  to  get  something  out 
of  them,  and  any  help  that  you  are  able  to  give  will  be  very  greatly 
appreciated. 

We  recognize  the  international  dimensions  of  anti-Semitism,  so 
we  have  an  international  organization  to  meet  it.  I  hope,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  you  will  continue  to  help  us  to  grow  this  organiza- 
tion in  your  mighty  Congress,  recognizing  that  we  owe  this  as  a 
duty  to  others  and  recognizing,  as  Irwin  Cotler  has  said,  that  it  is 
also  enlightened  self-interest  for  those  of  us  who  work  our  lives  for 
democracy. 

Mr.  Lantos.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Janner,  for  a  most  eloquent  state- 
ment. There  is  no  member  of  Congress  who  has  been  more  success- 
ful and  more  principled  in  the  fight  against  bigotry  and  hate  of  all 
types  than  the  founding  co-chairman  of  the  Congressional  Human 
Rights  Caucus,  my  dear  friend  from  Illinois,  Congressman  John 
Porter.  I  think  it  is  fitting  that  he,  on  behalf  of  the  Congress,  will 
be  the  last  speaker.  Congressman  Porter? 

Mr.  Porter.  Mr.  Chairman,  and  ladies  and  gentlemen,  let  me 
thank  you  personally  for  bringing  us  all  together  this  morning  for 
organizing  this  hearing,  and  I  will  say  to  all  of  you  something  that 
you  are  already  well  aware  of;  that  Tom  Lantos  has  been  the  con- 
science of  the  Congress  on  all  human  rights  issues  through  all  the 
time  that  he  has  served  here,  and  most  especially  providing  that 
leadership  that  is  needed  regarding  the  question  of  anti-Semitism. 
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No  one  has  done  more  to  draw  attention  to  this  issue,  to  bring 
us  together  to  fight  against  it,  than  Tom  Lantos;  and  Tom,  every 
day  that  I  have  the  privilege  of  working  with  you  on  the  Congres- 
sional Human  Rights  Caucus,  I  know  that  your  leadership  in  the 
Democratic  party  has  made  this  Congressional  Human  Rights  Cau- 
cus a  bipartisan  organization  that  can  truly  address  these  kinds  of 
vital  issues. 

I  also  want  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  World  Jewish  Con- 
gress for  enabling  our  witnesses  to  appear  here  today  and  for  the 
hard  work  that  they  have  done  to  document  anti-Semitic  incidents 
around  the  world. 

Sadly,  as  we  approach  the  end  of  the  twentieth  century,  hatred 
and  intolerance  toward  Jews  still  exists  in  many  societies  through- 
out the  world,  as  has  been  said  here  this  morning. 

In  countries  such  as  Russia,  Indonesia,  Argentina,  and  Romania, 
to  name  a  few,  being  Jewish  means  facing  the  potential  of  threats, 
harassment,  and  even  physical  abuse. 

To  see  a  loved  one's  grave  desecrated  with  neo-Nazi  slogans  or 
even  worse,  to  bury  a  relative  who  was  murdered  because  of  their 
faith,  is  absolutely  intolerable. 

Those  who  have  committed  these  kinds  of  despicable  acts  ought 
to  be  publicly  denounced  by  their  governments  and  prosecuted  for 
their  crimes  according  to  law,  but  unfortunately,  in  many  countries 
the  leadership  to  provide  that  kind  of  approach  is  sadly  lacking. 

Yes,  we  have  sympathy  for  those  who  have  suffered  the  dignity 
of  pain  associated  with  anti-Semitic  violence,  but  we  also  need  to 
provide  them  our  support  and  our  leadership  to  prevent  it  from 
happening  again. 

Our  own  country,  the  United  States,  is  not  immune  from  this 
pernicious  societal  disease.  The  appalling  statements  we  have  seen 
recently  by  the  followers  of  Louis  Farrakhan  have  been  rightly  con- 
demned by  decent  people  all  across  the  world. 

As  the  leading  democratic  country  in  the  world,  we  have  an  obli- 
gation to  condemn  not  only  people  in  their  countries  who  threaten 
innocent  people  with  their  words  and  acts,  we  have  the  obligation 
to  condemn  it  within  our  own  society,  as  well. 

The  world  has  made  substantial  progress  since  the  dark  days  of 
the  Holocaust  to  establish  basic  standards  of  human  rights.  These 
standards  are  the  birthright  of  every  individual,  regardless  of  their 
nationality,  religious  beliefs,  or  any  other  category;  and  while  we 
can  rejoice  at  the  advancements  made  in  human  rights  over  the 
past  decade,  we  certainly  must  never  rest. 

So  long  as  acts  of  anti-Semitism  continue,  those  of  us  who  believe 
in  the  inviolability  of  human  rights  will  express  our  outrage  wher- 
ever and  whenever  they  occur. 

While  we  firmly  believe  that  people  everywhere  have  the  right  of 
free  expression,  with  rights  go  responsibilities,  and  we  must  not 
tolerate  those  who  abuse  this  right  to  incite  hatred  toward  others. 

The  Congressional  Human  Rights  Caucus,  I  know  Tom  Lantos, 
and  speaking  for  myself,  we  will  never  remain  silent  in  the  face  of 
anti-Semitism  or  any  other  form  of  religious  bigotry,  prejudice  or 
intolerance. 

Thank  you  all  for  being  here  today.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman. 
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Mr.  Lantos.  I  want  to  thank  my  distinguished  co-chair  of  the 
Congressional  Human  Rights  Caucus  for  his  most  eloquent  state- 
ment and  for  his  continuing  fight  against  anti-Semitism  and  all 
forms  of  hatred  and  bigotry. 

This  has  been  a  remarkable  morning  for  all  of  us.  I  want  to  ex- 
press my  personal  thanks  to  Edgar  Bronfman,  to  the  World  Jewish 
Congress,  and  to  all  the  witnesses;  and  before  we  close,  I  want  to 
give  this  panel  an  opportunity  to  say  whatever  concluding  com- 
ments they  might  wish  to  make. 

Mr.  Bronfman,  we  will  begin  with  you. 

Mr.  Bronfman.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  think  it  only  fitting 
to  repeat  what  I  said  earlier,  that  with  all  its  problems  and  with 
all  its  bigotry,  with  all  its  homeless,  with  all  its  struggle,  the  Unit- 
ed States  is  the  hope  of  man  for  the  future. 

We  have  and  are  and  will  create  a  marvelous  pluralistic  society 
in  which  yellows  and  reds  and  blacks  and  blues  and  greens  and  the 
whole  rainbow,  if  I  may  quote  Jesse  Jackson,  of  human  beings  will 
live  peacefully  and  happily  side  by  side  and  teach  the  world  how 
to  do  so.  And  a  great  example  of  that  is  your  panel,  sir,  your  sub- 
committee, and  the  work  that  you  do  in  the  Caucus.  And  I  believe 
that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  is  setting  a  milestone  in 
what  you  have  done  today,  which  will  have  ripple  effects,  which  in 
the  years  to  come  will  help  create  not  only  a  pluralistic  United 
States,  but  a  pluralistic  world.  Thank  you,  sir. 

Mr.  Lantos.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Bronfman.  Let  me  just 
say  before  I  call  on  Mr.  Janner  that  1944  was  a  fateful  year  for  Eu- 
rope, and  during  the  course  of  the  next  few  weeks  and  months  we 
will  be  commemorating  or  celebrating,  as  the  case  may  be,  a  tre- 
mendous range  of  events  and  activities.  The  19th  of  March,  1944, 
is  the  day  Hitler  marched  into  my  native  country  of  Hungary,  and 
while  Jews  from  neighboring  countries  who  had  fled  to  Hungary  in 
earlier  years  were  deported  and  most  of  them  subsequently  killed, 
and  while  Hungarian  Jews  of  military  age  were  taken  to  the  Soviet 
front  where  most  of  them  perished  before  1944,  the  bulk  of  the 
Jewish  population  of  Hungary  survived  until  the  19th  of  March, 
1944,  when  Hitler  and  the  German  military  physically  took  over 
the  country;  and  as  a  result,  close  to  600,000  Hungarian  Jews  per- 
ished in  the  concluding  months  of  the  Second  World  War. 

This  was  also  the  period  which  highlighted  the  presence  of  what 
we  have  come  to  call  the  righteous  Gentiles  as  exemplified  by 
Raoul  Wallenberg  and  his  heroic  effort  of  risking  his  own  life  and 
saving  directly  and  indirectly  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of 
100,000  Hungarian  Jews. 

The  Holocaust  Memorial  Museum  will  devote  March  19  and 
many  of  its  activities  around  that  to  dealing  with  this  issue. 

Later  on  in  the  year  we  will  have  a  joyful  commemoration.  I  have 
a  resolution  circulating  in  the  Congress  which  I  hope  will  be  ap- 
proved by  all  of  my  colleagues  on  both  sides  saluting  and  celebrat- 
ing the  D-Day  landing,  the  landing  in  Normandy.  It  is  50  years  ago 
that  the  heroes,  unsung,  unknown,  unnoted,  of  this  great  nation 
and  many  others — Canada,  the  United  Kingdom  and  across  the 
globe — gave  their  lives  to  free  Europe  from  Hitler's  tyranny. 

There  are  few  more  moving  sites  on  this  planet  than  the  military 
cemeteries  in  France  and  elsewhere  in  Europe — endless  rows  of 
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snow-white  marble  crosses  and  Stars  of  David  where  the  bones  of 
Christians  and  Jews  who  fought  for  the  hberation  of  Europe  gave 
their  hves  so  this  scourge  of  hate  could  be  defeated. 

So,  let  me  just  say  that  those  of  us  who  are  fortunate  enough  to 
have  lived  in  those  difficult  years  and  are  still  around  will  have  a 
great  deal  to  remember  and  a  few  things  to  celebrate  in  the  coming 
weeks  and  months. 

Let  me  also  say  that  as  one  who  remembers  the  opening  of  the 
Holocaust  Memorial  Museum  on  that  cold  and  rainy  and  windy 
day,  I  don't  think  the  White  House  was  ever  inhabited  by  a  Presi- 
dent who  is  more  committed  to  fighting  anti-Semitism,  racism,  big- 
otry and  hate  than  is  the  current  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  I  am  immensely  proud  to  be  able  to  make  this  statement  pub- 
licly and  without  anv  reservations. 

Mr.  Janner,  would  you  like  to  make  any  closing  remarks? 

Mr.  Janner.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  served  as  a  war  crimes  investiga- 
tor when  I  was  a  young  soldier  in  the  British  Army,  and  I  came 
in  just  after  the  end  of  the  war,  and  I  can  echo  every  word  that 
you  have  said,  both  of  the  awful  horror  of  what  happened — my  im- 
mediate family  survived,  but  half  of  my  relatives  died,  most  of 
them  locked  up  in  a  synagogue  in  a  village  in  Lithuania  and 
burned  to  death  by  local  residents;  I  think  every  Jewish  person  un- 
derstands, and  happily,  vast  numbers  of  non-Jewish  people  also  un- 
derstand. 

We  have  just  celebrated  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  Danish 
rescue  of  their  entire  Jewish  community  under  the  leadership  of 
their  king  and  into  the  kind  custody  of  the  Swedes. 

We  feel  lonely  at  times  as  Jewish  people,  but  we  shouldn't  be- 
cause we  have  so  manv  devoted  friends.  I  was  thinking  of  Presi- 
dent von  Weizsacker  of*^  Germany  who,  when  all  this  muck  started 
flying,  stood  up  and  denounced  it.  It  is  because  we  have  friends 
that  we  can  hope  that  there  will  be  no  further  Holocaust. 

If  Jewish  people  are,  themselves,  not  prepared  to  devote  them- 
selves to  that  work,  then  they  have  no  right  to  ask  it  of  others.  If 
Jewish  people  are  not  prepared  to  recognize  that  we  have  the  same 
concerns,  the  same  enemies  and  share  the  same  battles  as  other 
minorities,  we  have  no  right  to  seek  help  from  other  minorities;  but 
with  the  friends  we  have,  with  the  understanding  we  have,  and 
with  the  support  from  your  Congress,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  from 
great  leaders  like  yourself  there  is  hope  even  in  this  very  evil 
world. 

Mr.  Lantos.  Thank  you.  Thank  you  very  much,  Greville.  Before 
I  call  on  my  friend,  Israel  Singer,  I  want  to  introduce  a  good  friend 
and  colleague  who  has  done  so  much  for  the  cause — my  distin- 
guished friend  from  New  York,  Congressman  Elliot  Engel. 

Mr.  Engel.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  want  to  commend  your 
leadership,  not  only  for  holding  this  hearing  today  but  in  all  as- 
pects of  helping  to  stamp  out  not  only  anti-Semitism  but  all  kinds 
of  hatred,  as  Mr.  Janner  just  pointed  out,  throughout  the  world. 

Certainlv,  what  has  been  going  on  today  in  Bosnia  and  elsewhere 
in  the  world  shows  that  unfortunately  as  we  approach  the  21st  cen- 
tury, hatred  is  still  rearing  its  ugly  head.  And  who  would  have 
thought  that  50  years  after  the  Holocaust  anti-Semitism  would  be 
on  the  rise.  Eastern  Europe,  where  so  much  of  Jewry  perished, 
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countries  without  Jews  are  again  showing  signs  of  anti-Semitism. 
This  is  certainly  a  development  that  cannot  be  tolerated,  and  we 
must  put  the  light  on  it,  must  focus  on  it,  and  must  try  to  stamp 
it  out. 

I  know  that  there  was  a  reference  to  the  articles  in  the  Indo- 
nesian Times.  I've  written  a  letter  to  the  publisher  of  the  Indo- 
nesian Times  and  the  Ambassador  of  Indonesia  with  three  of  our 
colleagues  in  response  to  this  unfortunate  essay.  The  fact  that  a 
country  like  Indonesia,  which  isn't  known  for  its  outbursts,  would 
have  something  like  this  and  seem  to  tolerate  it,  I  think  unfortu- 
nately shows  the  situation  that  we  are  in  in  1994.  And  I  iust, 
again,  want  to  say,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  your  leadership  has  been 
so  important  to  our  Congress  in  this  regard,  and  it's  been  unwaver- 
ing. It's  been  unwavering,  again,  not  only  on  behalf  of  stamping 
anti-Semitism  but  on  behalf  of  stamping  out  all  forms  of  hatred  in 
the  world;  and  I  certainly  take  my  hat  off  to  you  and  think  that 
this  hearing  today  is  very,  very  important. 

Whether  it's  the  statements  of  Louis  Farrakhan,  the  terrible 
statements  of  people  affiliated  with  him,  and  the  lack  of  courage 
of  some  in  condemning  them,  those  of  us  that  are  people  of  good 
will  must  never  cease  to  condemn  statements  of  intolerance,  again 
be  they  anti-semitic  statements  or  statements  of  intolerance 
against  any  group. 

So,  I  thank  you.  I  think  we  see  that  these  hearings  are  packed. 
Obviously,  this  is  a  very  ripe  time  to  hold  these,  and  again  I  know 
under  your  leadership  we  will  continue  to  focus  on  anti-Semitism 
and  all  forms  of  hatred  in  this  Congress.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chair- 
man. 

Mr.  Lantos.  Thank  you  very  much.  Congressman  Engel.  Con- 
gressman Ackerman  would  like  to  say  a  word. 

Mr.  Ackerman.  Thank  you  very  much.  Perhaps  it  would  be  more 
appropriate  for  us  to  put  our  hats  on  to  him  than  take  our  hats 
off. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  reminded  by  Congressman  Engel — and  I 
think  that  I'd  be  remiss  if  we  were  to  allow  the  moment  to  escape 
without  taking  a  very  brief  period  of  time  just  to  for  the  record  let 
people  know  exactly  what  it  is  of  which  we  speak  with  the  ref- 
erence to  the  article  that  appeared  in  the  Indonesian  Times,  if  I 
might. 

This  article  is  called  'The  History  of  the  Jews,  Part  One."  It  is 
by  someone  whose  name  I  don't  know,  but  his  title  is  professor,  and 
I  will  ask  that  this  be  put  in  the  record,  but  a  few  of  the  excerpts, 
just  so  that  people  understand  the  virus  that  is  alive  and  spreading 
in  parts  of  the  world  today  is  really  all  about. 

From  this  article,  after  explaining  how  the  Jews  got  started  in 
some  mythical  fashion,  and  moved  to  a  new  region,  the  change — 
and  forgive  me,  this  is  very  difficult  to  read.  This  has  gone  through 
an  awful  lot  of  fax  machines,  I  guess,  to  get  here.  'The  change  of 
abode  from  a  region  of  scarcity  to  a  region  of  plenty,  from  desolate 
mountainous  grandeur  to  lush,  green  plains  or  coastal  strips  prob- 
ably may  certainly  replicate  the  centuries-old  inherent  characteris- 
tics of  contentment,  hope,  search,  and  physical  labor  with  intense 
greed,  unhindered  abominable  vices,  plundering  usurpation,  trick- 
ery and  other  allied  traits" — speaking  of  the  Jews. 
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He  goes  on  to  say,  'The  degradation  and  degeneration  was  so 
great  that  the  Jew  wilHngly  sacrificed  even  their  rehgion  at  the 
altar  of  greed,  pride,  vanity  and  power. 

"Later,  the  psychological  transformation  of  Jews  was  so  sudden, 
so  compact  and  so  encompassing  that  the  whole  Jewish  race 
reached  the  very  nadir  of  all  known  and  unknown  vices.  No  bar 
was  placed  on  the  illegitimacy  of  earnings.  Even  the  Jewish  temple 
at  Jerusalem  before  it  was  burnt  by  Romans  derived  its  income 
from  the  earnings  of  Kadoshims  or  sacred  whores,  male  and  fe- 
male, who  lived  and  plied  their  trade  even  on  the  altar." 

He  goes  on  to  quote  somebody  who  wrote,  supposedly,  a  history 
of  prostitution  and  says  "He  excellently  summed  up  the  ancient 
non-Jewish  commentators  who  were  practically  unanimous  in  re- 
cording that  there  was  no  bigger  corrupt  sink  hole  on  earth  than 
the  ancient  Babylon,  the  spiritual  home  of  the  Jews. 

"Actually,  the  Jewish  religion  is  not  a  religion  at  all.  It  is,  in  fact, 
a  bloody,  sadistic  and  obscene  code  devised  by  Zionist  talmudic 
sages,  and  its  contents  are  kept  absolutely  secret.  It  is  also  rather 
fair  to  warn  the  neophyte  that  he  is  risking  a  death  curse  if  he 
tries  to  learn  its  contents." 

He  then  goes  on  to  quote  the  Talmud  in  a  strange  fashion,  and 
these  are  direct  quotes,  says  he,  from  the  Talmud.  "A  goy,  or 
strangers,  who  pries  into  Talmud  is  condemned  to  death.  It  is  our 
inheritance.  To  communicate  anything  to  a  goy  about  our  religion 
would  be  equal  to  the  killing  of  all  the  Jews.  If  the  strangers  know 
what  we  teach  about  them,  they  would  kill  us  openly. 

"The  Jewish  sages  were  not  exclusively  interested  in  homicide. 
Sexuality,  particularly  in  far  lesser  conventional  modes,  is  a  strong 
rival  for  their  attention.  According  to  them," — and  he  quotes 
straight  from  what  he  purports  to  be  the  Talmud — "sexual  inter- 
course is  permitted  with  a  dead  relative  whether  he  or  she  was  sin- 
gle or  married" — a  distinction  I  fail  to  understand. 

"When  a  grown  man  has  intercourse  with  a  little  girl,  it  is  noth- 
ing, for  when  the  girl  is  less  than  3  years  old,  virginity  comes  back 
again." 

They  permit  sodomy  with  a  3-year  old  boy  or  girl  under  9  years 
and  allow  sodomy  with  their  neighbors'  wives. 

This  goes  on  and  on,  telling  that  it's  OK,  especially  if  you  do  it 
in  the  presence  of  a  Jewish  priest.  He  then  quotes  from  the  Babylo- 
nian Talmud,  that  is  OK  to  kill  Christians  and  even  encourages  the 
killing  of  Christians  and  says  that  Jews  must  kill  all  of  the  Chris- 
tians— it  is  their  mandate. 

This  is  a  quote,  purportedly,  from  the  Talmud:  "A  Jew  is  per- 
mitted to  rape,  cheat  and  perjure  himself,  but  he  must  take  care 
that  he  is  not  found  out." 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  goes  on  to  talk  about  the  conspiracy  of  taking 
over  the  whole  entire  world  by  force  and  all  sorts  of  blasphemies 
and  obscenities  that  I  will  not  read  any  further,  other  than  to  say 
that  last  week  in  my  other  capacity  as  chairman  of  the  subcommit- 
tee on  Asia  and  the  Pacific  I  called  in  the  Indonesian  ambassador 
and  protested  in  the  strongest  of  possible  terms. 

There  is  a  letter  that  is  circulating,  as  Congressman  Engel  did 
point  out.  We  are  awaiting  an  answer,  and  I  don't  know  that  we 
are  waiting  or  not  waiting  for  part  two  of  this  continuing — I'm  not 
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a  regular  subscriber,  but  nonetheless,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  just  goes 
to  show  that  even  a  country  that  has  no  Jews  is  starting  at  the  be- 
ginnings of  this  kind  of  very  dangerous  road  that  we  have  seen 
other  nations  embark  upon. 

Mr.  Lantos.  Well,  I  am  very  grateful  you  gave  us  this  example 
of  vicious  and  violent  mindless  hate  literature  because  those  of  us 
who  work  here  and  who  are  interested  in  these  issues  have  a 
never-ending  flow  of  issues  to  deal  with,  and  I  suspect  while  we, 
perhaps,  are  not  as  alert  every  time  as  we  ought  to  be,  let  me  as- 
sure you  that  it  could  be  a  full-time  job  for  every  conscientious 
member  of  Congress  to  do  nothing  but  fight  anti-Semitism  on  a  day 
in  and  day  out  basis. 

Mr.  Singer  mentioned  in  his  earlier  remarks  that  in  this  whole 
hearing  there  has  been  no  mention,  until  you  did,  of  the  state  of 
Israel,  and  I  am  very  pleased  that  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
former  Ambassadors  of  Israel  is  in  the  room,  and  I  would  like  to 
give  the  mike  to  my  good  friend,  Simcha  Dinitz. 

STATEMENT  OF  SIMCHA  DINITZ,  CHAIRMAN,  WORLD  ZIONIST 
ORGANIZATION^EWISH  AGENCY  FOR  ISRAEL 

Mr.  Dinitz.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  am,  too,  very 
grateful  to  Mr.  Singer  for  mentioning  that  fact,  and  to  you,  Mr. 
Chairman,  not  only  for  conducting  this  splendid  hearing  but  for  all 
the  many,  many  years  of  friendship,  not  only  to  me  personally  but 
to  the  state  of  Israel. 

I  think  there  are  few  people  in  this  hall  who  can  testify  how 
strongly  you  stood  and  how  courageously  you  spoke  at  crucial  mo- 
ments in  the  relations  between  our  two  countries  and  in  making 
Israel  strong. 

And  it  does  have  relation,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  what  we  are  discuss- 
ing today  because  if  the  establishment  of  Israel  did  not  succeed  to 
erase  anti-Semitism,  and  obviously  it  did  not,  because  we  are  wit- 
nessing a  phenomena  today  of  countries  that  have  anti-Semitism 
without  Jews. 

So  even  if  all  the  Jews  would  immigrate  to  Israel,  there  would 
be  still  some  countries  who  would  practice  anti-Semitism  without 
Jews,  as  we  see  especially  in  Eastern  Europe. 

But  if  Israel  did  not  succeed  to  erase  anti-Semitism,  it  did  suc- 
ceed to  erase  the  term  Jewish  refugee  from  the  international  dic- 
tionary, because  there  are  Jews  who  can  live  and  do  live  every- 
where in  the  world,  among  them  the  free  and  democratic  countries; 
but  there  are  no  more  Jews  who  roam  the  seven  seas  to  look  for 
a  safe  shore  and  haven  because  every  Jew  has  a  homeland  today. 

And  to  a  large  extent,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  because  you  and  your 
colleagues  in  the  U.S.  Congress  and  in  the  administration  have 
stood  by  us  from  the  day  we  were  born  until  today  and  hopefully, 
I  pray  to  God,  will  usher  us  to  peace.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Lantos.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Ambassador.  Mr.  Sing- 
er? 

Mr.  Singer.  Thank  you  very  much.  You  have  led  us  through  the 
wilderness,  you  have  taken  us  through  the  deserts  and  you  have 
shown  us  the  promised  land,  Mr.  Lantos — Mr.  Chairman.  We  hope 
to  arrive  in  it,  and  we  thank  you  for  leading  us  there.  Thank  you 
very  much. 
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Mr.  Lantos.  Thank  you  very  much.  Professor  Cotler,  the  last 
word. 

Mr.  Cotler.  If  the  twentieth  century  does  not  become  known  as 
the  century  which  began  with  Sarajevo  and  tragically  after  the 
Holocaust  ended  with  Sarajevo  as  a  metaphor,  for  ethnic  cleansing, 
then  we  must  remember — if  I  can  borrow  from  a  French  axiom — 
that  in  times  such  as  these,  that  whoever  remains  indifferent  in- 
dicts himself  or  herself. 

I  think  we  must  realize  as  you  in  your  own  person  has  shown, 
as  the  Congress  institutionally  has  shown,  that  each  person  has  an 
indispensable  role  to  play  in  the  struggle  for  human  rights;  that 
each  person  can  make  a  difference;  and  that  if  we  ever  feel  tired, 
cynical,  burnt  out,  let  us  remember — and  I  think  you  caused  us  to 
remember  this  morning — that  it  was  one  person,  Raoul  Wallenberg, 
who  saved  more  Jews  in  the  second  World  War  than  almost  any 
single  government,  and  may  I  use  this  occasion  to  express  my  ap- 
preciation to  you  for  your  inspiration  and  initiative  in  making 
Raoul  Wallenberg  an  honorary  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  for 
the  inspiration  of  that  example — of  your  example — which  resulted 
in  Raoul  Wallenberg  becoming,  as  well,  the  only  honorary  citizen 
of  Canada  and  in  the  establishment  recently  of  a  Raoul  Wallenberg 
International  Center  for  Human  Rights  at  McGill  University  to 
give  expression  to  the  ideals  and  the  values  which  reflect  and  rep- 
resent his  legacy. 

And  may  I  close  by  saying  in  the  spirit  of  the  hearings  this  morn- 
ing that  this  struggle  for  human  rights  and  human  dignity,  glob- 
ally, here  in  the  United  States,  Canada  and  the  like,  must  oe  seen 
in  the  most  profound  sense  as  a  struggle  for  ourselves  because  in 
what  we  say — or  more  importantly — in  what  we  do  we  will  be  mak- 
ing a  statement  about  ourselves  as  a  people.  And  so  may  these 
hearings  not  only  be  as  they  were  an  act  of  testimony  and  remem- 
brance, but  also  a  remembrance  to  act,  which  they  must  be. 

Mr.  Lantos.  Thank  you  very  much.  Professor  Cotler.  On  behalf 
of  the  European  Jewish  communities,  Jean  Kahn  has  asked  per- 
mission to  express  his  appreciation  to  the  military  forces  that  liber- 
ated Europe  in  1944.  I  am  very  happy  to  recognize  Jean  Kahn. 

Mr.  Kahn.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  Yesterday  the  European 
Jewish  Congress  at  a  meeting  voted  a  resolution  in  order  to  say 
that  50  years  after  the  debarkation  on  the  beaches  of  Normandy, 
we  Jews  of  Europe  pay  tribute  to  the  United  States  of  America  for 
having  together  with  the  allies  liberated  Europe  from  Nazi  occupa- 
tion and  thereby  stopped  the  extermination  of  the  Jews. 

It  was  important  today  in  this  symbolic  monument  of  parliament 
to  give  you  the  text  of  this  resolution.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Lantos.  Thank  you  very  much,  Monsieur  Kahn,  and  let  me 
say  there  will  be  no  more  appropriate  comment  than  this  to  close 
on.  This  hearing  is  adjourned. 

[Whereupon,  at  11:56  a.m.,  the  subcommittee  was  adjourned  to 
reconvene  at  the  call  of  the  chair.] 
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statement  of  Chairman  Tom  Lantos  (D-CA) 

Subcommittee  on  International  Security,  International 

Organizations,  and  Human  Rights 

February  8,  1994 

Today  the  Subcommittee  on  International  Security,  International 
Organizations  and  Human  Rights  will  examine  the  global  dimensions  of 
anti-Semitism.  Although  the  testimony  at  today's  hearing  will  largely 
concern  anti-Semitism  in  Europe,  South  America,  and  South  Africa,  a 
recent  incident  has  revealed  that  even  the  United  States  is  not  immune 
from  the  plague  of  racial  and  religious  bigotry.  Fortunately,  public 
outrage  against  the  vile  anti-Semitic  speech  of  the  Nation  of  Islam's 
Kahlid  Abdul  Muhammad  has  been  swift  and  certain.  Nevertheless,  Mr. 
Muhammad  did  not  speak  in  a  vacuum  —  we  must  ask  ourselves  how  and  why 
Mr.  Muhammad  found  a  receptive  audience  as  Kean  College  students  laughed 
and  clapped  during  the  infamous  speech. 

As  we  near  the  end  of  the  20th  century,  surely  the  most  deadly  100 
years  in  the  history  of  man,  there  are  some  encouraging  signs  that  we 
human  beings  are  finally  learning  that  exclusive  identification  with 
narrow,  sectarian  interests  comes  at  an  unacceptably  high  cost  in  our 
modern  world.  Despite  the  horrifying  carnage  in  Sarajevo  and  Somalia, 
in  other  parts  of  the  world  —  such  as  South  Africa  and  the  Middle  East 
—  there  are  serious  efforts  under  way  to  end  the  violence  and  to  heal 
long-standing  divisions  which  have  torn  these  countries  apart. 

But  there  is  another  trend  as  well,  one  that  has  long  exerted  its 
dangerous  siren  call  over  the  disenfranchised,  the  marginalized,  the 
brooding  underachiever  seething  with  resentment  at  a  seemingly 
indifferent  society.  It  is  the  knee-jerk  reaction  of  blaming  the 
neighbor  who  is  different,  the  outsider,  for  all  the  woes  of 
contenporary  life,  whether  they  be  economic,  social,  political,  or 
spiritual. 

This  hateful  phenomenon  goes  by  many  names.  Today  we  will  use 
anti-Semitism,  but  there  are  others,  just  as  this  pervasive  evi; 
manifests  itself  in  countless  ways. 

Many  parts  of  the  world  are  going  through  tremendous  upheaval,  bu: 
perhaps  no  region  nore  so  than  the  former  Soviet  Union  and  Central  anc 
Eastern  Europe,  where  an  entire  system  of  belief  was  abruptly  exposec 
for  the  morally  bankrupt  ideology  that  it  was.  Although  the  debunkinc 
of  ccr.munism  is  a  welcor.e  event,  the  people  who  labored  under  it  are  nov 
faced  with  an  unprecedented  adjustment  as  they  learn  to  cope  with  a  nev 
hard-edged  system  that  lacks  the  certainties  of  the  former  orthodoxy  anc 
has  yet  to  deliver  on  its  own  promises.  This  dislocation  has  provoke; 
sor.e  deeply  disturbing  developments,  including  the  recent  electoral 
victories  of  the  neo-fascist  Russian  leader  Vladimir  Zhirinovsky. 

In  Gerr.any,  unification  is  proving  to  be  a  very  mixed  blessing,  ai 
least  m  the  short  run,  as  the  country  grapples  with  the  huge  politica, 
and  economic  costs  of  integrating  the  East  into  the  former  "edera 
Rep'-:clic.    The  social  challenges  of  unification  have  unleashed 
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ferocious  wave  of  right-wing  extremist  tliat  has  horrified  millions  of 
Germans  and  the  entire  international  community. 

In  the  rest  of  Western  Europe,  the  rhythms  and  norms  of  daily  life 
are  also  changing  as  large  foreign  communities  and  a  huge  influx  of 
refugees  and  immigrants  make  their  mark  on  society.  There  are  those  who 
feel  threatened  by  the  rapidity  of  change  and  want  to  turn  back  the 
clock  in  the  mistaken  belief  that  life  was  better  and  more  manageable 
before  the  others  came.  Thus,  even  as  the  process  of  West  European 
integration  proceeds  apace,  we  can  also  see  atavistic  backlashes  aiming 
at  fencing  off,  dividing,  and  segregating  people  from  each  other. 

It  is  axiomatic  to  say  that  times  of  transition  often  lead  to  the 
scapegoating  of  minority  elements  in  society,  as  the  ordinary  person 
tries  to  find  simple  ways  of  explaining  the  turmoil  around  him.  But  the 
continued  force  of  anti-Semitism  cannot  be  categorized  and  filed  away  so 
easily.  In  1994,  after  what  the  world  knows  of  the  Holocaust,  it  would 
appear  truly  unimaginable  and  it  certainly  is  unacceptable  that  anti- 
Semitism  could  be  as  prevalent  as  it  is  today  in  so  many  lands  that  know 
its  malevolence  firsthand.  Yet  at  the  same  time,  we  have  seen  in  Europe 
and  Latin  America  a  sincere  and  eloquent  reaction  against  the  hate 
groups  by  hundreds  of  thousands  of  concerned  persons,  who  are  committed 
to  keeping  their  societies  open  and  tolerant. 

Concluding  these  introductory  remarks,  let  me  now  welcome  our 
distinguished  witnesses.  As  president  of  the  World  Jewish  Congress, 
Edgar  Bronfman  heads  one  of  the  world's  leading  human  rights 
organizations.  Under  his  leadership,  the  World  Jewish  Congress  has 
expanded  its  efforts  to  encourage  nations  to  expand  diplomatic  relations 
with  the  State  of  Israel  and  to  protect  the  political  and  economic 
rights  of  the  Jewish  population  in  Eastern  Europe,  Latin  America,  and  in 
the  Arab  world. 

A  panel  of  witnesses  will  address  anti-Semitism  in  Europe,  South 
America,  and  South  Africa:  Michael  Chlenov,  chairman  of  the  Federation 
of  Jewish  Communities  and  Organizations  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Independent  States  (CIS) ;  Ignatz  Bubis,  president  of  the  German  Jewish 
Community;  Jean  Kahn,  president  of  CRIF,  the  French  Jewish  Community  and 
chairman  of  the  European  Jewish  Congress,  who  will  speak  on  general 
trends  in  Europe.  We  will  also  hear  from  Dr.  Rubin  Beraja,  president  of 
the  Argentine  Jewish  community,  who  will  speak  on  trends  in  Latin 
America.  Mendel  Kaplan,  chairman  of  the  World  Jewish  Congress  Governing 
Board  and  Chairman  of  the  Jewish  Agency,  will  speak  on  trends  in  South 
Africa. 

Our  final  panel  of  witnesses  will  provide  us  with  an  overview  of 
these  complex  and  important  issues.  I  am  delighted  to  welcome  the 
Honorable  Greville  Janner,  Member  of  Parliament.  Mr.  Janner  will 
discuss  the  work  of  the  Inter-Parliamentary  Council  Against 
Antisemitism.  Professor  Irwin  Cotler  of  Canada,  chairman  of  the  Hunan 
Rights  Commission  of  the  World  Jewish  Congress,  will  report  on  the 
relationship  between  human  rights  and  anti-Semitism;  and  we  will  hear 
concluding  remarks  from  Israel  Singer,  secretary  general  of  the  World 
Jewish  Congress. 
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OPENING  STATEMENT 

THE  HONORABLE  CHRISTOPHER  H.  SMITH 

SUBCOMMITTEE  ON  INTERNATIONAL  SECURITY, 

INTERNATIONAL  ORGANIZATIONS  AND  HUMAN  RIGHTS 

GLOBAL  DIMENSIONS  OF  ANTI-SEMITISM 

FEBRUARY  8,  1994 


Mr.  Chairman,  I  first  like  to  commend  you  for  your  leadership  in  calling  for  this 
hearing  on  the  global  dimensions  of  anti-Semitism.   I  am  looking  forward  to  hearing  from 
our  guests  this  morning  and  for  further  discussions  on  this  very  important  issue.   This 
hearing,  combined  with  others  we  have  had  on  this  same  issue  over  the  past  year,  will  help 
us  gain  a  clearer  picture  of  the  increasing  problems  faced  by  the  Jewish  community  around 
the  world  and  enable  us  to  begin  formulating  responses  to  meet  this  challenge. 

Reports  from  around  the  world  indicate  that  intolerance  and  hatred  rooted  on  ethnic 
and  religious  difference  continues  on  the  rise.    In  the  area  of  anti-Semitism  we  have  heard  of 
and  read  of  the  desecration  of  cemeteries  and  synagogues,  the  firebombings  of  synagogues 
and  cultural  centers.    Individuals  and  entire  communities  have  been  threatened  and  some  of 
these  threats  have  been  carried  out  resulting  in  bodily  injury,  rajjes  and  in  some  instances 
deaths.    The  rise  of  extreme  nationalism  in  many  of  the  former  communist  countries  have 
used  anti-Semitic  rhetoric  to  stir  up  hatred  toward  Jews.    The  arguments  are  irrational  and 
inconsistent-blaming  the  Jews  for  both  the  communist  past  and  the  current  difficulties  as  a 
part  of  a  world-wide  conspiracy.    Even  the  long  discredited  "Protocols  of  the  Elders  of  Zion" 
have  re-emerged  as  a  tactic  to  be  used  against  them. 

Globally,  the  tide  of  anti-Semitism  is  most  disturbing  and  we  must  speak  out  against 
it.   With  the  shadow  of  World  War  II  still  looming  over  us,  the  new  opportunities  that  many 
nations  and  people  now  have,  and  end  of  decades  of  repression  and  intolerance  coming  to  an 
end,  it  is  sad  that  this  situation  is  now  reappearing  and  doing  so  with  a  vengeance.    It  is  as  if 
the  world  has  learned  nothing. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  cannot  discuss  the  problems  of  global  anti-Semitism  without 
focusing  on  alzirming  trend  here  in  our  own  nation.   I  hope  that  some  of  our  witnesses  will 
sf)eak  to  this  issue.    Many  of  the  problems  of  anti-Semitism  around  the  world  can  be  traced 
right  back  to  the  United  States  where  neo-Nazi  groups  are  publishing  materials,  providing 
financial  and  material  support,  and  are  even  training  their  counterparts  in  other  parts  of  the 
world.    We  must  recognize  that  some  misguided  Americans  share  in  the  burden  of  the 
current  anti-Semitism,  and  we  must  seek  solutions  through  constructive  dialogue  and  try  to 
put  down  this  rise  in  hatred. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  greatly  concerned  about  this  rise  of  domestic  anti-Semitism  and 
the  exporting  of  this  hatred  and  intolerance.    I  was  shocked  and  saddened  to  learn  recently 
that  my  own  state  of  New  Jersey  has  the  highest  concentration  of  skinheads  in  the  nation, 
with  400  active  members.    Of  course,  it  was  pointed  out  in  earlier  statements  by  Mr.  Lewis 
and  Ms.  Moreila  that  it  was  at  Kean  College  in  my  own  state,  where  a  hatefilled  speech  by  a 
leader  and  spokesman  for  the  Nation  of  Islam  was  given.    This  speech  which  spewed  out 
hatred  toward  Jews,  Catholics  and  others  has  to  be  repudiated  everywhere  and  by  all  people. 
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In  the  past  few  years  anti-Semitic  crimes  in  the  U.S.  increased.  In  November  1992  a  group 
of  skinheads  were  arrested  in  New  Jersey  and  charged  with  attempted  murder,  aggravated 
assault,  weapons  possession.    One  police  officer  said  that  this  was  "the  worst  case  of 
disregard  for  human  life  I've  seen  in  21  years  on  the  force." 

What  is  especially  disturbing  is  that  many  young  people,  people  who  have  been  raised 
in  a  nation  where  diversity  is  not  only  tolerated  but  promoted  are  being  attracted  by  the 
rhetoric  of  these  groups.    We  must  ask  ourselves  what  we  can  do  to  respond  to  this  rising 
tide  in  intolerance,  and  today  at  this  hearing,  about  the  rising  tide  of  anti-Semitism. 

Last  week  an  ABC  News  reported  an  incident  of  anti-Semitism  and  the  response  of 
one  community  to  combat  it.   The  small  Jewish  community  of  Billings,  Montana  was 
prepanng  to  celebrate  Hanukkah  when  they  began  receiving  threats  from  ncD-Nazi  groups  in 
area.    One  young  boy  had  a  brick  thrown  through  his  window.   Community  leaders,  in  an 
attempt  to  protect  the  Jewish  community,  urged  them  to  not  display  any  religious  symbols 
during  Hanukkah.   The  next  day,  however,  members  of  the  community  showed  their 
solidarity  with  the  Jews  by  displaying  menorahs  in  their  homes,  in  shops,  schools  and 
Christian  churches.    Everywhere  in  the  city  of  Billings,  people  of  good  will  joined  their 
Jewish  brothers  and  sister  to  celebrate  Hanukkah  and  to  show  that  they  would  not  be  cowered 
by  the  threats  of  the  neo-Nazi's.    Many  of  the  places  which  did  display  the  menorah  were 
vandalized,  but  the  city,  itself  was  united.   The  report  said  that  they  had  found  something 
more  powerful  than  hatred  and  fear,  they  had  found  each  other. 

Mr.  Chairman,  these  people  of  Billings  are  an  example  to  all  people  of  good  will  of 
all  beliefs  and  ideologies.    Only  when  we  act  together  can  we  effectively  combat  hatred  and 
intolerance.    As  we  discuss  anti-Semitism  1  am  reminded  of  the  Scriptural  imperative  to 
"honor  your  father  and  mother  that  you  might  have  long  life  in  the  land"— the  only 
Commandment  which  carries  with  it  a  promise.    As  a  Christian  I  look  at  the  Jewish  faith  as 
my  parent  faith-which  should  be  honored  and  cared  for.    If  any  of  us,  especially  Christians 
and  Muslims  who  find  our  spiritual  roots  in  Judaism,  are  not  concerned  about  the  freedom 
and  rights  of  the  Jewish  community  globally  and  at  home,  we  may  find  that  we  could  be  the 
next  targets  of  this  violence  and  hatred. 

I  believe  that  something  can  and  should  be  done,  but  can  only  be  done  if  we  are 
united  in  our  efforts.    I  am  reminded  of  the  urgency  to  act  when  I  reflect  on  the  words  of 
Anne  Frank,  who  died  because  of  hatred  and  intolerance:    "It's  really  a  wonder  that  1  haven't 
dropped  all  my  ideals,  because  they  seem  so  absurd  and  impossible  to  carry  out.    Yet  I  keep 
ihem,  because  in  spite  of  everything  I  still  believe  that  people  are  good  at  heart.    I  simply 
can't  build  up  my  hopes  on  a  foundation  consisting  of  confusion,  misery,  and  death.    I  see 
the  world  gradually  being  turned  into  a  wilderness,  I  hear  the  ever  approaching  thunder, 
which  will  destroy  us  too,  I  can  feel  the  sufferings  of  millions  and  yet,  if  I  look  up  into  the 
heavens,  I  think  that  it  will  all  come  anght,  that  this  cruelty  too  will  end,  and  that  peace  and 
tranquillity  will  return  again.    In  the  meantime,  1  must  uphold  my  ideals,  for  perhaps  the 
time  will  come  when  I  shall  be  able  to  carry  them  out." 

Mr.  Chairman,  these  words  from  that  young  girl  are  as  powerful  and  important  today 
as  when  she  wrote  them  50  years  ago  this  year.    I  am  challenged  by  them  and  hope  that  we 
all  may  be. 

Again,  Mr.  Chairman,  thank  you  for  this  opportunity  to  address  this  problem,  to 

discuss  solutions,  and  work  in  unity  to  promote  greater  tolerance  and  respect.    Hopefully  it 
will  be  a  catalyst  for  more  of  our  colleagues  and  more  Americans  to  speak  out.    I  thank  you 
for  convening  this  hearing. 
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Stacemenc  of  the  Honorable  David  A.  Levy 

Submicted  for  che  hearing  record  for  the 

Foreign  Affairs  Committee,  Subcommittee  on 

International  Security,  International  Organizations 

and  Human  Rights 

Global  Dimensions  of  Anti-Semitism  (February  8,  1994) 

Mr.  Chairman: 

Much  to  the  world's  dismay,  anti-Semitic  incidents  have  been 
on  the  increase.   In  the  past  year  alone,  we  have  seen  several 
instances  of  blatantly  anti-Semitic  remarks  and  actions  in 
nations  around  the  world,  including  the  United  States. 

In  Germany,  neo-Nazi  thugs  have  attacked  Jewish  people  and 
destroyed  or  damaged  property.   In  Russia,  the  populist  rise  of 
Vladimir  Zhirinovsky  has  fueled  further  anti-Semitism  even  as 
Russia  lurches  towards  democracy  and  capitalism.   In  Eastern 
Europe,  nations  once  under  the  heavy  hand  of  communism  are  seeing 
a  rise  in  anti-Semitic  acts  as  people  seek  scapegoats  amidst  the 
turbulent  change  from  socialism  to  capitalism. 

In  the  United  States,  in  comntunities  not  far  from  my  Long 
Island  congressional  district,  incidents  of  anti-Semitic 
vandalism  have  occurred.   A  close  confidant  of  Nation  of  Islam 
leader,  Louis  Farrakhan,  viciously  derides  Jews  for  a  host  of 
imagined  faults.   When  called  upon  to  rebuke  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Farrakhan  publicly  approves  the  content  of  the  remarks. 

Prejudice  in  any  form  is  a  disease  whj.ch  can  afflict  any 
community.   Left  unchecked  and  unchallenged,  it  will  spread  to 
the  very  soul  of  society. 

The  sad  irony  of  anti-Semitism  is  that  Jewish  people, 
wherever  they  settle,  are  patriotic,  industrious  and  possess 
strong  family  values.   In  our  country  and  abroad,  Jewish  people 
have  championed  the  causes  of  minorities  and  the  disadvantaged. 
These  are  traits  which  are  desired  by  every  society.   Yet,  for 
coo  many  people,  using  Jewish  people  as  scapegoats,  or  as  targets 
of  oppression,  has  become  too  easy.   Rather  than  face  their  own 
shortcomings,  they  target  one  group  for  blaime. 

I  believe  it  is  vital  that  the  United  States  play  a  lead 
role  m  fighting  anti-Semitism  and  all  prejudice.   Our  nation. 
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despite  the  faults  and  occurrences  of  bigoted  acts  of  a  small 
minority,  remains  a  beacon  of  freedom  for  millions  of  people 
worldwide.   A  free  and  open  society,  such  as  ours,  is  one  of  the 
most  effective  weapons  against  prejudice.   Individuals  and  groups 
which  preach  hate  must  be  met  and  challenged  with  truth.   Their 
malicious  acts  must  be  publicized  and,  when  possible,  prosecuted 
to  the  fullest  extent.   Law-abiding  people,  when  made  aware  of 
spiteful  treatment  of  their  neighbors,  will  rally  to  the  cause  of 
fairness  and  decency. 

We  have  seen  successes  in  our  country  where  prejudice  is 
confronted  and  defeated.   Today,  public  rallies  by  such  groups  as 
the  Ku  Klux  Klan  attract  more  opposition  than  support.   Many 
jurisdictions,  recognizing  the  harm  of  prejudice,  have  enacted 
"hate- crime"  laws  to  further  punish  those  who  attack  and 
vandalize  in  the  name  of  prejudice. 

Worldwide  anti-Semitism  must  be  confronted  with  the  same 
intensity.   The  United  States  must  continue  to  play  a  leadership 
role  in  combatting  this  terrible  affliction. 

Our  strong,  special  relationship  with  Israel  is  but  one 
example  of  U.S.  resolve  in  facing  down  extreme  anti-Semitism. 
The  bond  between  our  two  nations  has  helped  bring  about  a 
framework  for  peace  in  that  troubled  region.   Arab  nations,  for 
decades  hostile  and  sworn  enemies  of  Israel,  now  speak  of  peace 
with  the  Jewish  State.   Although  I  recognize  that  this  action 
alone  does  not  guarantee  Israel's  security  or  peace,  it  remains  a 
vital  first  step  in  the  process.   Further  resolve  by  the  United 
States,  in  support  of  Israel,  will  show  those  nations  still 
seeking  the  destruction  of  the  Jewish  State  that  their  efforts 
are  futile. 

The  United  States  must  serve  notice  to  countries  which 
sponsor,  actively  encourage  or  allow  anti-Semitic  acts  to  occur 
without  response,  that  they  will  forfeit  eligibility  for  favored 
trade  status  and  access  to  foreign  aid  programs.   Further, 
nations  which  fail  to  take  steps  to  stop  anti-Semitic  acts  will 
face  condemnation  in  the  United  Nations. 

World  population  continues  to  grow  by  leaps  and  bounds.   In 
the  coming  decades,  mankind  will  be  forced  to  physically  live 
closer  and  closer  to  one  another.   Closer  cooperation  will  be 
impossible  if  we  submit  to  prejudice  and  f earmongering  by  those 
who  preach  anti-Semitism.   We  must  remain  vigilant  and  continue 
to  confront  the  ignorance  which  breeds  this  prejudice  in  our 
society. 
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Prepared  Statement  of  Louise  M.  Slaughter 

After  a  recent  town  meeting  in  my  Rochester,  New  York  district,  my  oflice  re- 
ceived a  postcard  criticizing  "the  Jew  with  a  microphone,"  in  reference  to  someone 
who  had  been  an  expert  at  my  meeting.  I  was  shocked  and  outraged.  How  is  it  that 
these  kinds  of  remarks  still  occur  with  some  frequency — not  only  in  America,  but 
around  the  world? 

Despite  the  strides  the  world  has  made  in  the  past  few  years  towards  worldwide 
democracy,  incidents  still  arise  which  cause  many  of  us  to  shiver.  In  many  newly 
formed  nations,  ethnic  groups  and  nationalities  continue  to  clash  and  deny  each 
other  human  rights.  Prominent  among  the  many  groups  still  being  singled  out  is 
the  Jewish  community. 

One  example  lies  in  reunited  Germany,  where  skinheads  have  reignited  anti-Se- 
mitic fervor,  resulting  in  numerous  violent  attacks  and  deaths.  The  public  reemer- 
gence  of  these  young  neo-Nazis  is  cause  for  great  alarm  and  fear  for  Jews  all  over 
Europe.  Additionally,  in  Indonesia,  newspapers  have  published  slanderous  misin- 
formation about  the  beliefs  and  values  of  Judaism,  and  in  Romania,  television  pro- 
grams have  reported  on  the  reoccurrence  of  anti-Semitic  measures  and  ideas  devel- 
oping in  political  and  judicial  circles. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  greatest  fears  of  the  international  Jewish  community  today 
comes  from  the  recent  success  of  Russian  nationalists  like  Vladimir  Zhirinovsky. 
Unfortunately,  as  the  economic  conditions  in  Russia  deteriorate,  Mr.  Zhirinovsky's 
promises  of  food,  stability,  and  a  better  life  have  overshadowed  his  ideas  about  Rus- 
sian Jews  and  Russian  foreign  policy.  This  is  truly  frightening.  The  world  commu- 
nity must  not  simply  sit  by  and  passively  allow  men  like  this  to  gain  power  and 
influence. 

Furthermore,  as  the  attempts  to  implement  and  Peace  Accords  signed  last  Sep- 
tember face  continued  obstacles,  death  and  tragedy  persist  in  the  Middle  East.  I  be- 
lieve the  sufTering  has  lasted  far  too  long,  and  the  time  has  come  for  it  to  end — 
permanently.  The  United  States  must  continue  to  work  to  protect  the  lives  of  Israe- 
lis and  foster  the  peace  process. 

Too  frequently  around  the  world,  we  still  witness  acts  of  anti-Semitism.  From  sub- 
tle blame,  to  blatant  racial  slurs  and  acts  of  violence,  people  around  the  world  con- 
tinue to  search  for  a  scapegoat  for  their  problems.  Too  often  in  history  and  today, 
it  seems  acceptable  to  some  to  blame  the  Jewish  community.  This  must  be  con- 
demned by  all  of  us. 

In  this  time  of  hope  for  democracy  around  the  world,  the  international  community 
must  not  tolerate  any  act  making  scapegoats  of  an  ethnic  community.  We  have  seen 
the  results  of  such  policies  in  the  past.  We  are  seeing  the  results  of  such  policies 
in  Bosnia.  We  cannot  allow  this  to  be  seen  in  the  future.  The  Jewish  community 
has  received  far  more  than  its  share  of  slander,  blame,  and  uncalled  for  violence. 
Fifty  years  after  the  Holocaust  and  the  slaughter  of  6  million  Jews,  it  is  unconscion- 
able that  anti-Semitism  is  on  the  rise.  It  is  high  time  we  all  work  together  as  one 
united  community  in  our  efforts  to  make  the  world  a  safer  and  more  peaceful  place 
in  which  to  live. 
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Remarks  by  Mr.  EDGAR  M.  BRONFMAN 
President,  World  Jewish  Congress 

Washington,  February  8,  1994. 

OVERVIEW  OF  ANTI-SEMITISM  THROUGHOUT  THE  WORLD 

Just  as  the  world  was  looking  forward  to  a  new  era  of  peace  and  democracy 
with  the  collapse  of  Communism,  old  forms  of  hatred  and  bigotry  have  clouded 
the  horizon.   During  the  last  few  years  we  have  seen  the  growth  and  spread 
of  intolerance,  racism  and  hatred  of  foreigners,  and,  as  a  central  feature  of 
that,  the  resurgence  of  the  longest  hatred  of  all:   anti-Semitism. 

When  the  World  Jewish  Congress  reported  on  the  state  of  anti-Semitism  in  1992, 
it  said  taht,  in  comparison  with  1991,  the  overall  situation  had  changed  little, 
but  since  anti-Semitism  reached  a  post-Second  World  War  highpoint  in  1991, 
there  was  every  reason  to  be  concerned  and  for  urgent  action  to  be  taken  in 
certain  countries. 

The  evidence  gathered  by  the  World  Jewish  Congress's  research  arm,  the  Institute 
of  Jewish  Affairs,  for  1993  and  up  to  the  present,  shows  no  slackening  of  anti- 
Semitic  pressures  in  certain  key  trouble  spots.   And  the  need  for  action  to 
reduce  anti-Semitism  in  the  medium-to-long  term  is  just  as  acute. 

Let  me  pick  out  three  countries,  Russia,  Hungary  and  Romania. 

*  In  Russia,  the  anti-Semitism  of  the  neo-fascist,  Vladimir  Zhirinovsky, 
whose  in-aptly  named  Liberal  Democratic  Party  is  now  the  largest  in  the 

lower  house  of  the  Russian  parliament,  is  well  proven.   It  would  be  a  grave 
error  not  to  take  him  extremely  seriously  since  he  appears  to  have  a  talent  for 
tapping  into  the  grievances  of  the  dispossessed  in  Russian  society.   His  impact 
on  Russian  foreign  policy,  already  felt  and  noted  in  the  West,  should  be  a 
warning  that  his  hatred  for  minority  groups  might  also  have  disturbing  con- 
sequences . 

*  In  Hungary  two  weeks  ago,  the  leaders  of  the  Jewish  community  made  an 
appeal  for  help  in  a  leading  daily  newspaper  to  combat  resurgent  anti- 
Semitism.   This  followed  bomb  scares  at  synagogues  and  a  home  for  the  elderly, 
the  break  up  of  a  neo-Nazi  group  by  the  police  and  the  launch  of  an  investi- 
gation into  another  anti-Semitic  party,  the  VNP. 

*  In  Romania,  despite  repeated  protests  by  the  Jewish  community  against 
anti-Semitic  incidents,  anti-Semitism  in  the  media  and  the  rehabilitation 

of  the  war  time  leader  Antonescu  under  whom  up  to  300,000  Jews  perished,  prac- 
ticallv  no  action  has  been  taken.   On  January  24  Romanian  television  was  able 
to  broadcast,  with  impunity,  a  program  on  Antonescu  which  stated  that  Jews 
had  assassinated  Romanian  officers  and  soldiers  in  1940  and  that  this  explained 
the  measures  against  Jews  taken  by  the  government. 

Bevond  Central  and  Eastern  Europe,  there  are  other  worrying  trends: 
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*-     Islamic  fundamentalist  anti-Semitism  poses  a  considerable  threat  to  the 

sense  of  security  among  Jews.   Fundamentalist  material  includes  denial 
of  the  Holocaust,  insinuations  of  the  international  power  of  the  Jews,  espe- 
cially over  the  media,  and  frequent  republication  of  the  infamous  forgery, 
"The  Protocols  of  the  Elders  of  Zion,"  which  alleges  a  Jewish  conspiracy  to 
control  the  world. 

*  Anti-Semitic  groups  and  individual  anti-Semites  are  showing  an  increasing 
tendency  to  engage  in  extreme  action  and  to  distribute  mor  offensive 

anti-Semitic  material. 

*  Far  right  parties  in  Western  Europe,  whose  leaders  try  to  hide  their 
anti-Semitism  beneath  a  respectable  veneer  designed  to  make  them  electorally 
respectable,  look  set  to  gain  ground  in  many  of  the  elections  upcoming  on 
that  continent  during  the  next  year. 

As  an  organization  dedicated  to  defending  the  rights  of  Jews  everywhere,  the 
World  Jewish  Congress  must  ook  at  anti-Semitism  from  many  angles,  not  just 
count  incidents.   The  use  of  anti-Semitic  innuendo,  anti-Semitism  in  the  media, 
in  school  playgrounds,  among  other  minority  groups  —  all  thse  and  more  come 
under  our  serious  but  balanced  scrutiny.   Our  conclusions  are  that,  as  we 
get  further  in  time  from  the  Holocaust,  it  appears  to  be  easier  for  anti-Semites 
to  express  their  anti-Semitism  more  openly. 

The  picture  is  not  all  bad.   Many  political  leaders  and  international  organi- 
zations have  spoken  out  against  anti-Semitism,  some  new  legislation  aimed  at 
prohibiting  anti-Semitism  has  been  enacted  in  some  countries,  and  relations 
between  Jews  and  Christians  continue  to  improve.   In  Latin  America  anti-Semitism 
does  not  pose  a  threat  to  Jewish  security;   in  South  Africa  and  Australia, 
anti-Semitism  is  by  no  means  absent  but  is  well  contained.   We  must  also  not 
forget  that,  whatever  the  level  of  anti-Semitism,  what  Jews  are  experiencing 
is  not  remotly  comparable  to  the  discrimination,  violence  and  abuse  which  are 
a  daily  occurrence  for  other  minority  groups  throughout  the  world. 

Let  me  conclude  this  brief  overview  by  linking  current  anti-Semitism  to  our 
mutual  desire  to  create  and  sustain  civil  society.   The  number  of  serious  anti- 
Semitic  incidents,  the  range  of  anti-Semitic  publications  available,  the  ap- 
petite for  anti-Semitic  literature,  the  readiness  of  some  politicians  to  make 
cynical  use  of  anti-Semitism  to  further  their  political  aims,  the  high  level 
of  anti-Semitic  sentiment  among  less-educated  young  people  —  none  of  this 
augurs  well  for  human  rights  and  democracy.   The  Communist  system  has  collapsed 
but  the  struggle  for  human  rights  continues:   combating  anti-Semitism  through 
legislation,  education  and  political  action  is  a  part  of  that  struggle.   The 
evidence  we  present  to  you  here  today  shows  just  how  important  it  is  to  remain 
alert  and  vigilant.   As  the  Irish  writer  and  former  diplomat  Conor  Cruise 
O'Brien  said:  "Anti-Semitism  is  a  light  sleeper."   And  there  is  no  better 
proof  of  that  than  the  level  of  anti-Semitism  we  find  in  the  world  today. 
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Statement  of  Mr.  JEAN  KAHN 

President,  European  Jewish  Congress  and  CRIF 

Washington,  February  8,  199A. 

OUTLOOK  ON  EUROPE 

Fifty  years  after  the  Holocaust,  four  years  after  the  fall  of  the  Communist 
empire,  Europe  turns  a  worried  face  to  the  world. 

For  different  reasons,  such  as  the  current  political  and  economic  disorder  in 
Eastern  and  Central  Europe,  which  is  not  to  be  underestimated,  and  the  crisis 
in  Western  labour  markets,  there  has  been  a  widespread  return  to  alarming  signs 
of  nationalist  extremism,  with  nations  turning  inward,  amid  intolerance  and  re- 
jection of  those  who  are  in  any  way  different. 

The  worst  facet  of  this  overall  situation  is  undoubtedly  that  in  the  former 
Yugoslavia,  where  the  collapse  of  a  hardline  regime  guided  by  an  iron  hand  has 
made  way  to  ethnic  and  religious  strife,  and  where  we  are  now  faced  with  a 
situation  which,  fifty  years  ago,  led  to  an  apex  of  horror  in  the  very  heart 
of  our  continent. 

But  this  is  not  the  only  ethnic  war  in  Europe.   Many  such  conflicts  are  poten- 
tially possible  in  countries  such  as  Hungary,  Romania,  Slovakia  or  in  the  Baltic 
States,  where  the  fate  of  minorities,  we  fear,  is  seriously  threatened. 

Many  disturbing  occurrences  have  taken  place  in  Western  Europe  as  well.   In 
Germany,  the  pivot  of  Europe  today  and  the  epicenter,  fifty  years  ago,  of  an 
apocalypse,  commonplace  events  now  include  such  serious  phenomena  as  immigrant 
homes  being  attacked  or  set  on  fire,  while  tehre  are  persistent  difficulties, 
or  a  downright  refusal,  in  integrating  people  who  have  come  from  elsewhere. 

Jewish  sites,  such  as  synagogues,  cemeteries,  and  memorials  have  also  been  fre- 
quently defaced  or  destroyed.  , 

Extreme  right-wing  political  r.ovements  which  until  the  beginning  of  the  1980s 
would  not  have  been  able  to  express  racist  or  anti-Semitic  ideas,  or  at  least 
not  in  official,  public  speeches,  have  now  been  strengthened  or  structured.   This 
has  happened  in  France,  Belgium,  Austria  and  more  recently  in  Italy,  where  neo- 
fascist  parties  have  won  40  to  50%  of  the  vote  in  some  elections. 

In  Italy  too  new  parties  such  as  the  Northern  League,  which  advocates  a  north- 
south  partition  of  the  country,  preach  rejection  and  exclusion. 

All  this  seems  bound  to  create  an  oppressive  atmosphere  which,  even  if  it  cannot 
be  compared  to  the  1930s,  can  hardly  leave  onlookers  indifferent. 

Moreover  in  recent  legislative  elections  in  Russia,  a  party  which  according  to 
its  leader  Mr.  Zhirinovsky  makes  no  secret  of  its  racist  views  did  remarkably 
well.   This  is  not  without  consequence  for  the  rest  of  Eastern  Europe,  knowing 
that  all  those  who  opposed  President  Yeltsin  in  front  of  the  Moscow  White  House 
in  the  first  days  of  October  last  year  continuously  proclaimed  anti-Semitic 
slogans  during  the  uprising. 
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But  how  can  we  respond  Co  such  dangers? 

In  close  partnership  with  the  Council  of  Europe,  the  European  Jewish  Congress 
has  taken  measures,  mainly  concerning  Eastern  and  Central  European  parlia- 
ments, to  integrate  a  genuine  concept  of  democracy  into  the  legislative  and 
judiciary  processes  of  these  countries  and  to  combat  the  fomentation  of  ra- 
cism, xenophobia  and  anti-Semitism. 

It  was  in  this  context  that  we  met  with  about  one  hundred  members  of  what  at 
that  time  was  still  the  Supreme  Soviet  in  Moscow  on  May  31  and  June  1,  1993. 

We  also  met  with  the  media  whose  role  and  responsibilities  are  tremendous  in 
this  respect. 

We  will  soon  repeat  this  exercise  in  Budapest  and  Warsaw,  in  the  national  par- 
liaments there,  with  the  full  cooperation  of  the  politicians  concerned. 

In  mid-1994  we  will  also  organice,  once  again  in  close  cooperation  with  the 
Council  of  Europe,  an  interregional  conference  in  Bulgaria.   This  choice  of 
venue  stemps  from  the  fact  that  Bulgaria  is  one  of  the  least  intolerant  coun- 
tries in  the  region  and  one  which,  fifty  years  ago,  saved  its  Jews. 

In  the  near  future  we  will  also  hold  a  major  round  table  in  Moscow  for  Western 
and  Russian  media  executives  to  bring  the  Russian  Federation's  press  to  a 
better  understanding  of  how  the  march  toward  democracy  may  be  encouraged. 

In  Western  Europe,  we  are  striving  for  harmonization  of  legislation  against 
incitement  to  racial  hatred,  with  a  view  to  eliminating  all  forms  of  historical 
revisionism  and  in  particular  Holocaust  denial.   We  also  encourage  all  move- 
ments which  fight  racism  using  whatever  means  they  see  fit  including  both  the 
immense  demonstrations  which  have  taken  place  in  the  streets  of  Germany  and 
the  educational  efforts  which  must  be  made  in  schools  to  teach  the  sad  reality 
of  the  Holocaust  and  foster  a  tolerant  and  respectful  approach  to  those  who 
are  different. 

By  the  same  token,  we  have  proposed  a  European  Tolerance  Day  for  schools 
throughout  the  continent  and  a  common  school  curriculum  for  European  historv 
which  includes  the  tragedy  of  the  Holocaust  as  this,  in  our  mind,  is  the  best 
way  to  combat  those  who  are  tempted  by  Holocaust  denial.   The  recently  pro- 
duced German  film  "I  am  a  Neo-Nazi"  stands  as  proof  of  the  existence  of  such 
temptations.   In  one  particularly  unpleasant  scene,  a  character  is  filmed  in 
an  Auschwitz  gas  chamber  the  reality cf  which  he  mocks.   To  fight  such  trends 
and  to  enlighten  today's  decision  makers,  leaders  of  the  European  Jewish 
Congress  traveled  to  Auschwitz  on  Januarzy  27  with  150  European  parliamen- 
tarians and  10  presidents  of  National  parliaments  of  Europe. 

If  democracy  and  tolerance  are  to  survive,  values  must  be  strong  enough  not 
merely  to  flourish  when  people  prosper,  but  also  to  resist  periods  of  crisis. 
In  an  ideal  world,  the  inhabitants  of  Sarajevo  would  not  have  had  to  die  to 
bring  about  a  discussion  of  this  idea.   But  our  world  is  not  ideal,  and  the 
shadows  of  the  past  claim  victims  in  Europe  every  day.   Our  task,  as  we  stand 
on  the  threshold  of  a  new  century,  is  to  ensure  that  these  shadows  have  no 
part  in  our  future. 
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THE  INTER-PARLIAMENTARY  COUNCIL 

ACiAINST  ANTISEMITISM 


From:  the  Hon  Greville  Janner  QC  MP 
President,  World  Executive 


8  February  1994 


Dear  Colleague 

I  write  as  President  of  the  Inter-Parliamentary 
Council  Against  Antisemitism.  Since  the  Council  was 
formed  in  1991  our  membership  has  grown  to  over  800 
Parliamentarians,  including  the  European  Parliament. 

My  colleagues  and  I  would  be  delighted  if  you  will 
join  our  eminent  membership.  This  includes  US 
Senators  and  Congressman,  heads  of  Government  and 
State  in  countries  as  diverse  as  Kazakhstan,  Latvia, 
Lithuania,  Uzbekistan,  Uruguay,  Italy  and  the  UK. 

You  will  know  of  the  great  dangers  of  resurgent 
antisemitism  in  Eastern  Europe  and  the  former  Soviet 
Union  -  and  we  hope  you  will  be  good  enough  to  lend 
your  good  name  to  ours,  in  our  effort  to  prevent  any 
renewal  of  the  Holocaust. 

The  Council's  Director,  Jon  Mendelsohn,  and  I  will  be 
in  Washington  throughout  this  week  -  and  I  do  hope  we 
have  a  chance  to  meet. 

I  enclose  details  about  the  work  of  the  Council  -  and 
both  Jon  and  I  would  welcome  the  opportunity  to  meet 
with  you  to  talk  about  the  Council's  activities  in 
greater  depth. 


With  best  wishes 
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THE   INTER-PARLIAMENTARY  COUNCIL 
ACiAINST  ANTISEMITISM 


BRIEFING  ON 
INTER-PARLIAMENTARY  COUNCIL  AGAINST  ANTISEMITISM 


1:  What  is  the  Council? 
2:  The  Council  at  work. 
3:   Who  are  the  members? 
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1:  WHAT  IS  THE  COUNCIL? 

1.1  The  Inter-Parliamentary  Council  Against  Antisemitism, 
established  in  November  1990,  is  an  unique,  international 
Parliamentary  organisation,  specifically  created  to  counter 
antisemitism  anywhere  in  the  world.  While  membership  is 
restricted  to  members  of  Parliaments,  associate  membership 
includes  both  ex-members  of  Parliaments  and  distinguished 
individuals  involved  in  the  life  and  work  of  parliamentary 
and  government  institutions. 

1.2  The  purposes  of  the  Council  are: 

*  To  monitor  antisemitic  manifestations,  in  any  form,  in  any 
land . 

*  To  inform  Parliamentarians  -  and  through  them,  the  public  - 
of  anti-Jewish  manifestations. 

*  To  react  to  antisemitic  attack  in  any  form  -  always  in 
consultation  with  and  the  consent  and  co-operation  of 
colleagues  in  the  Parliament  concerned. 

*  To  promote  education  concerning  the  Holocaust  and  so  to 
seek  to  prevent  anti-Jewish  attacks  in  the  future. 

*  To  promote  interfaith  contact,  dialogue  and  cooperation. 

*  To  work  in  conjunction  with  other  organisations  in  the 
preparation  of  surveys  on  antisemitism. 

*  To  exchange  information  between  Parliamentarians;  and  to 
promote  immediate,  energetic  and  joint  action  where 
appropriate,  to  counter  antisemitic  manifestations. 

*  To  liaise  with  Parliamentary  and  other  authorities  and  with 
Non-Governmental  Organisations. 

*  To  organise  conferences,  seminars,  visits  and  other 
arrangements  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  organisation  to 
achieve  its  purposes. 

1.3  We  have  members  in  the  following  Parliaments: 

Argentina,  Australia,  Austria,  Bahamas,  Barbados,  Belarus, 
Belgium,  Bermuda,  Botswana,  Brazil,  Bulgaria,  Canada, 
Cayman  Islands,  Chile,  China,  Croatia,  Costa  Rica,  Cyprus, 
Czech  Republic,  Denmark,  El  Salvador,  Estonia,  Finland, 
France,  Germany,  Gibraltar,  Georgia,  Greece,  Guatemala, 
Hungary,  Hong  Kong,  India,  Ireland,  Israel,  Italy,  Jamaica, 
Japan,  Jordan,  Kazakhstan,  Kiribati,  Latvia,  Lithuania, 
Luxembourg,  Malta,  Mauritius,  Mexico,  Namibia,  Nepal, 
Netherlands,  New  Zealand,  Nicaragua,  Norway,  Panama, 
Paraguay,  Peru,  The  Philippines,  Poland,  Portugal,  Romania, 
Russia,  Saint  Lucia,  Slovakia,  Spain,  Sri  Lanka,  St  Vincent 
and  the  Grenadine,  Sweden,  Switzerland,  Tanzania,  Trinidad 
and  Tobago,  Ukraine,  United  Kingdom,  the  United  States  of 
America,  Uruguay,  Uzbekistan , Venezuela ,  Zambia,  Zimbabwe 
and  the  European  Parliament. 

1.4  The  Council  application  for  observer  status  of  the  Inter- 
Parliamentary  Union  was  accepted  in  New  Delhi,  India,  in 
April  1993. 
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2:  THE  COUNCIL  AT  WORK 
Some  random  examples  of  the  work  of  the  Council 

2.1  In  January  1991  -  Members  from  17  countries  co-signed  a 
letter  to  President  Lech  Walesa  of  Poland  expressing  deep 
concern  at  the  emergence  of  nationalism  during  the 
Presidential  election.  Subsequently  President  Walesa  made 
a  public  statement  to  condemn  antisemitism. 

2.2  In  August  1991  -  Following  bomb  attack  on  a  Jewish 
community  centre  in  Zagreb,  members  of  the  Council  urged 
President  Franz  Tudjman  to  protect  the  Croatian  Jewish 
community.  In  a  letter  to  the  Council  President  Tudjman 
announced  that  the  Croatian  government  would  assist  with 
the  rebuilding  of  the  centre. 

2.3  In  October  1991  -  Romanian  members  raised  the  problem  of  an 
increased  growth  in  antisemitic  publications.  Received 
assurance  from  President  Iliescu  that  all  efforts  will  be 
extended  to  counter  antisemitism  and  urgent  action  will  be 
taken  to  make  sure  that  those  responsible  would  be 
prosecuted. 

2.4  In  June  1992  -  The  Council  was  instrumental  in  resolving  a 
dispute  between  President  Robert  Mugabe  and  the  Zimbabwe 
Jewish  community  over  remarks  he  made. 

2.5  In  July  1992  -  Members  of  the  Council  had  discussions  with 
Argentinian  Interior  Minister  Manzano  about  new 
investigative  tactics  and  legal  measures  to  be  employed  in 

Argentina. 

2.6  In  September  1992  -  Hungarian  Group  of  the  Council  issued 
an  all-party  denunciation  of  the  antisemitic  writings  of 
Istvan  Czurka  ( formerly  the  Vice  Chairman  of  the  Hungarian 
Democratic  Forum). 

2.7  In  October  1992  -  The  Council  was  asked  to  suggest  methods 
and  initiatives  which  the  German  Authorities  could  apply  to 
help  deal  with  the  burgeoning  Neo-Nazi  movement. 

2.8  In  January  1993  the  UK  Home  Secretary  announced  at  the  UK 
Parliamentary  Group's  Annual  General  Meeting  a  number  of 
measures  which  the  Government  would  apply  in  order  to  deal 
with  antisemitism  and  especially  in  stopping  international 

links. 

2.9  After  accepting  the  Council's  application  it  participated 
as  observers  at  the  90th  Inter  Parliamentary  Union 
Conference  in  Canberra,  Australia. 

2.10  Following  a  visit  between  members  of  the  Council  and  the 
Romanian  President  (Bucharest,  1990),  the  Government  of 
Romania  has  decided  that  legal  action  is  to  be  taken 
against  antisemitism  and  fascist  propoganda . 
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2.11  April  1993  -  The  Speaker  of  the  Israeli  Parliament  and  the 
Chairman  of  the  Israel  branch  wrote  to  Speakers  of 
Parliaments  asking  them  to  commemorate,  "Yom  Ha-Shoah"  the 
day  of  the  Holocaust;  to  remember  the  victims  of  Nazism  and 
to  take  a  stance  against  the  resurgence  of  racism  and 
antisemitism. 

2.12  May  1993  -  Members  of  the  Council  in  Italy  were 
instrumental  in  proposing  legislation  to  Parliament  to 
combat  racism  and  antisemitism. 

2.13  June  1993  -  Members  of  the  Council  in  Switzerland  were 
involved  in  passing  an  anti-racist  law  which  will  penalize 
anyone  who  incites  hatred  or  discrimination. 

2.14  October  1993  -  The  Swedish  Parliamentary  Committee  Against 
Antisemitism  are  working  on  strategies  to  combat  the 
growing  problem  of  antisemitism  and  Holocaust  revisionism. 
The  group  includes  representatives  from  all  three  major 
political  parties. 

2.15  November  1993  -  Members  of  the  Australian  branch  played  a 
central  role  in  proposing  legislation  to  Parliament  on 
Racial  Vilification. 

2.16  November  1993  -  Members  of  the  Council  in  France  were 
involved  in  ensuring  that  the  National  Assembly  passed  a 
law  punishing  those  that  provoke  hatred  and  violence.  The 
law  was  designed  in  anticipation  for  neo-Nazi  activities  at 
the  1998  World  Cup. 

2.17  November  1993  -  The  Russian  Prosecutor  General,  who  is  a 
member  of  the  Council  has  banned  fifeteen  fascist 
newspapers . 

2.18  December  1993  -  members  of  the  UK  branch  have  been  involved 
in  giving  advice  and  suggestions  to  anti-racist  groups  who 
are  giving  evidence  to  the  Home  Affairs  Committee  who  are 
conducting  an  enquiry  into  racial  violence  and  harrassment. 

2.19  The  Council  is  seeking  ways  to  establish  consultative 
status  with  United  Nations  Educational  Scientific  and 
Cultural  Organization  (UNESCO),  the  Assembly  of  Western 
European  (WEU)  and  the  Conference  on  Security  and  Co- 
operation (CSCE)  in  Europe. 

2.20  The  Council  is  working  on  suggestions  to  deal  with  racial 
harrassment,  violence  and  discrimination  in  the  following 
Parliaments;  Italy,  Hungary  and  the  European  Parliament. 
The  Council  is  compiling  on  a  worldwide  report  on  anti- 
racist  legislation. 

2.21  The  Council  produces  a  regular  bulletin  which  monitors 
manifestation  of  antisemitism  and  the  measures  that  are 
taken  by  various  Parliaments  to  tackle  this. 
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3:  WHO  ARE  THE  MEMBERS? 

We  have  800  members  of  the  Council  in  77  Parliaments  and  the 
European  Parliament. 

Amongst  the  membership  of  the  Council  we  are  honoured  to 
have  many  prominent  and  distinguished  Parliamentarians 
including  government  ministers  and  senior  political  figures. 


These  include: 
President  of  Senate 
President  of  Senate 
Premier 


Speaker  of 
Legislative  Assembly 


J  HENRY  BOSTWICK        (Bahamas) 
SENATOR  MARCUS  JORDAN   (Barbados) 

( Bermuda ) 


SIR  JOHN  SWAN  KBE 
JP  MP 

SYBIL  I  MCLAUGHLIN 


President  of  House  of  JOSE  ANTONIO 
Representatives       VIERA-GALLO 

President  of  Cyprus    GLAFCOS  CLERIDES 

Speaker  of  Parliament  RITA  SUSSMUTH 

Speaker  of  House  of    HON  ROBERT  J  PELIZA 
Assembly 

Speaker  of  Parliament  DR  GYORGY  SZABAD 

Speaker  of  Knesset     SHEVA  WEISS 


President  of  the 
Chamber  of  Deputies 

President  of  Italy 

President  of  the 
Senate 

Crown  Prince  of 
Jordan 

Chairman  of 
Supreme  Soviet 

Speaker  of  House  of 
Assembly 

Chairman  of  the 
Latvian  Parliament 

President  of 
Lithuania 


GIOGIO  NAPOLITANO 

OSCAR  LUIGI  SCALFARO 
GIOVANNI  SPADOLINI 


(Cayman 
Islands) 

(Chile) 


(Cyprus) 

(Germany) 

(Gibraltar) 

(Hungary) 

(Israel) 

(Italy) 

(Italy) 
(Italy) 


HRH  CROWN  PRINCE  HASSAN  (Jordan) 
BIN  TALAL 


SERIKBOLSYN  ABDILDIN 
BERETITARA  NEETI  QPM 
ANATOLYS  GORBUNOVS 
ALGIRDAS  BRAZAUSKAS 


(Kazakhstan) 
(Kiribati) 
(Latvia) 
(Lithuania) 
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Speaker  of  Parliament  HON  DR  M  P  TJITENDERO 

Speaker  of  Parliament  DAMAN  NATH  DHUNGA 

President  of  House  of  DR  FELIPE  OSTERLING 
Representatives        PARODI 

President  of  House  of  ROBERTO  RAMIREZ  DEL 
Deputies 

President  of  the 
Senate 


VILLA 
EDGARDO  J  ANGARA 


Speaker 


President  of 
Sri  Lanka 


WILFRED  ST  CLAIR- 
DANIEL 

J  R  JAYEWARDENE 


Speaker  of  Parliament  INGEGARD  TROEDSSON 

JOHN  MAJOR 


Prime  Minister  of 
United  Kingdom 

Speaker  of  House  of 
Commons 

Senator 


Congressman 


BETTY  BOOTHROYD 
JOSEPH  LIEBERMAN 
TOM  LANTOS 


President  of  Uruguay   LUIS  LACALLE 
President  of  Uzbekistan  PRESIDENT  KARIMOV 


MP  (Namibia) 
(Nepal) 
(Peru) 

(Peru) 

(Philippines) 

(Saint  Lucia) 

(Sri  Lanka) 

(Sweden) 

(United 
Kingdom) 

(United 
Kingdom) 

(United  States 
of  America) 

(United  States 
of  America) 

(Uruguay) 

(Uzbekistan) 
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[From  the  Indonesia  Times,  Tuesday,  September  7,  1993] 
History  of  the  Jews 

PART  ONE 

(by  Prof  Agha  Hamid) 

The  eternal  sojourn  of  the  Jews  began  around  2000  BC  from  the  town  of  Harran, 
their  chief  seat  in  northern  Mesopotamia.  The  initial  mass  migration  was  mainly 
towards  Sanaan  (Palestine).  Later  on,  by  400  BC  the  Jews  were  well  spread  over 
Egypt,  the  West  Asian  and  the  Eastern  Mediterranean  regions.  At  that  time,  the 
Jewish  population  was  about  one-tenth  of  the  total  population  of  the  Mediterranean 
world.  Their  main  cities  were  Diaspora  (in  Egypt)  and  Jerusalem,  both  having  a 
population  more  than  one  million  each. 

The  change  of  abode  from  a  region  of  scanty  to  a  region  of  plenty,  from  desolate 
mountainous  grandeur  to  lush  green  deltaic  plains  or  coastal  strips,  probably  may 
certainly  replaced  the  centuries  old  inherent  characteristics  of  contentment,  hope, 
search  and  physical  labour  with  intense  greed,  unhindered  abominal  vices,  plunder- 
ing, usurpation,  trickery  and  other  allied  traits.  The  sudden  prosperity  and  avail- 
ability of  abundant  resources  brought  a  complete  metamorphosis  in  the  very  psy- 
chology of  the  Jews.  The  easy  and  almost  luxurious  living  affected  the  physical 
standards  thereby  inducting  moral  degradation  in  the  Jewish  society.  The  degrada- 
tion and  degeneration  was  so  great  that  the  Jews  willingly  sacrificed  even  their  reli- 
gion at  the  altar  of  greed,  pride,  vanity  and  power.  A  special  brand  of  religious  lit- 
erature in  the  strange  and  little  known  books  called  Talmud  and  Kabbalah  virtually 
became  the  objects  of  worships  in  Judaism.  Even  the  commands  of  the  Prophets 
were  openly  and  almost  completely  ignored.  On  their  first  marauding  foray  into  Pal- 
estine (then  called  Canaan)  Moses  told  the  Israelites,  that  they  were  not  being  given 
the  land  for  their  uprightness  of  heart,  while  Daniel  declared  that  all  Israel  had 
transgressed  the  law  of  God. 

The  psychological  transformation  of  Jews  was  so  sudden,  so  compact  and  so  en- 
compassing that  the  whole  Jewish  race  reached  the  very  nadir  of  all  known  and  un- 
known vices. 

Even  their  religion  underwent  a  great  change  caused  by  the  mystical  Zionists  who 
introduced  their  own  reflections,  thereby  almost  completely  changing  the  original 
text.  Certain  vocal  sounds  and  calligraphic  shapes  that  can  be  used  to  conjure  up 
powerful  reactions  in  everyday  world  of  phenomena  were  added  in  the  religious 
code. 

It  is  on  account  of  their  addition  that  Hebrew  is  regarded  as  the  language  of  sor- 
cer>',  just  as  the  six-pointed  star  on  the  Zionist  fiag  is  the  most  common  symbol  in 
the  black  arts.  The  religion  was  cut  according  to  the  needs  of  the  Jews.  No  bar  was 
placed  on  the  illegitimacy  of  earnings.  Even  tne  Jewish  Temple  at  Jerusalem  before 
it  was  burnt  by  Romans  derived  its  income  from  the  earnings  of  Kadoshims 
(qedeshims),  or  sacred  whores,  male  and  female,  who  lived  and  pleid  their  trade 
right  on  the  premises. 

Paul  Lacroix  in  his  History  of  Prostitution  gas  excellently  summed  up  that  an- 
cient non-Jewish  commentators  were  practically  unanimous  in  recording  that  there 
was  no  bigger  corrupt  sinkhole  on  earth  than  the  ancient  Babylon,  tne  spiritual 
home  of  the  Jews. 

According  to  Rabbi  Morris  N.  Kertzer,  the  Babylonian  Talmud  is  the  legal  code 
which  forms  the  basis  of  Lewish  [sic]  religious  law  and  it  is  the  textbook  used  in 
the  training  of  Jews.  In  fact  the  modern  Jew  is  the  product  of  the  Talmud.  Herman 
Wouk,  an  American  Jewish  writer  expressed  in  New  York  Herald  Tribune,  dated 
November  17,  1959  'The  Talmud  is  to  this  day  the  circulating  hearts  blood  of  the 
Jewish  religion. 

Whatever  laws,  customs  or  ceremonies  we  observe  whether  we  are  Orthodox,  Con- 
ser\'ative.  Reformer  or  merely  Sentimentalists,  we  follow  the  Talmud.  It  is  our  com- 
mon-law". 

Actually  the  Jewish  religion  is  not  a  religion  at  all.  It  is  infact  [sic]  a  bloody,  sa- 
distic and  obscene  code  devised  by  Zionist-Talmudist  sages  and  its  contents  are  kept 
absolutely  secret.  It  is  also  rather  fair  to  warn  the  neophyte  that  he  is  risking  a 
death  curse  if  he  tries  to  learn  its  contents. 

For  general  observation,  a  few  pieces  from  difTerent  chapter  of  Talmud  are  repro- 
duced as  under. 

"A  Gov  (stranger)  who  pries  into  Talmud  is  condemned  to  death,  it  is  our  inherit- 
ance". "To  communicate  anything  to  a  Goy  about  our  religious  relations  would  be 
equal  to  the  killing  of  all  Jews,  for  if  the  Goyim  (strangers)  know  what  we  teach 
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about  them,  they  would  kill  us  openly".  "A  Goy  who  pries  into  the  Law  must  be 
killed".  Take  the  life  of  a  Klifoth  (empty  husks  of  evil)  and  kill  them,  and  you  will 
please  God  the  same  as  one  who  offers  incense  to  Hims. 

The  Jewish  sages  were  not  exclusively  interested  in  homicide.  Sexuality,  particu- 
larly in  far  lesser  conventional  modes,  is  a  strong  rival  for  their  attention.  According 
to  Yebhamoth  and  Kethuboth,  "Sexual  intercourse  is  permitted  with  a  dead  relative 
regardless  of  whether  he  or  she  was  single  or  married".  "When  a  grown  up  man  has 
intercourse  with  a  little  girl,  it  is  nothing,  for  when  the  girl  is  less  than  three  years 
old.  virginity  comes  back  again".  While  Sanhedrin  and  Folio  permit  sodomy  with 
three-year-old  girl  and  boy  under  nine  years.  Folio  also  allows  sodomy  with  a  neigh- 
bour's wife.  Sanhedrin  allows  an  ultimate  form  of  their  aprticular  [sic]  vice  with  a 
Terefah  (person  dying  or  dead)  so  long  as  the  act  is  committed  in  the  presence  of 
a  Jewish  priest. 

After  a  study  of  psychopathia  sexuals  in  this  unique  religion  espoused,  by  Zionist, 
Allan  Edwardes  in  his  book,  Erotic  Judaica,  observes  that  the  Jewish  religion  seems 
to  have  had  a  pronounced  tendency  to  sex  worship. 

The  ancient  as  well  as  the  modem  Jewish  religious  literature  is  not  only  replate 
with  commandments  and  many  insulting  passages  that  allow  oppression  and  even 
murder  of  non-Jews,  it  also  contains  tidings  and  prophecies  regarding  the  ultimate 
subordination  of  mankind  by  the  Jews. 

A  few  references  from  Babylonian  Talmud  and  other  books  are  given  below: 

"Extermination  of  Christians  is  a  necessary  sacrifice".  "All  Israelites  will  have  a 
part  in  the  future  world.  The  Goyim  (strangers,  non-Jews)  at  the  end  of  the  world 
will  be  handed  over  to  the  angel  Duwa  and  sent  down  in  hell".  "Tob  Shebe  Goyim 
harog" — "The  best  of  the  Goyim  is  to  be  killed".  "Murdering  Goyim  is  like  killing 
a  wild  animal".  "The  sword  of  the  Lord  will  kill  all  heathens  and  their  gold  will  be 
given  to  Israelites".  "Jews  may  befood  and  cheat  the  non-Jews".  "A  Jew  is  permitted 
to  rape,  cheat  and  perjure  himself;  but  he  must  take  care  that  he  is  not  found  out". 

Unity  amongst  the  Jews  is  unsurpassed.  Scattered  over  the  whole  of  the  globe, 
they  are  still  one.  D.  Boostin  in  his  Dook  The  Americans,  quoted  Thomas  Jefferson 
as  having  said:  "Dispersed  as  the  Jews  are,  they  still  form  one  nation,  foreign  to 
the  land  they  live  in".  Stephen  S.  Wise,  an  American  religious  leader,  addressing 
the  American  Jewish  congress  on  June  12,  1918  emphatically  declared,  "I  am  not 
an  American  of  Jewish  faith,  I  am  a  Jew.  I  am  an  American  and  have  been  an 
American  for  60  years,  but  I  have  been  a  Jew  for  4,000  years." 
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Immanual  Kant 


The  unsurpassed  unity  amongst  the  Jews,  the  complete,  unrestrained  backing  of 
their  self-created  religious  code  along  with  profuse  monetary  resources  gave  the  Is- 
raelites acumen  enough  to  devise  strategies,  plans  and  long-range  programmes  for 
world  domination.  In  an  article.  Programme  for  the  Jews',  an  astounding  declara- 
tion published  by  a  group  calling  itself  "Committee  for  preservation  of  the  Jews", 
sponsored  by  the  Spinoza  Institute  of  New  York,  Henry  Watson  declared,  'The  Jews 
are  the  highest  and  most  cultured  people  on  earth.  They  have  a  right  to 
subordinanate  [sic]  to  themselves  the  rest  of  mankind  and  to  be  the  masters  over 
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the  whole  earth  and  they  will  subordinate  to  themselves  all  nations.  The  Jews  shall 
inhertit  [sic]  this  earth  and  all  other  races  will  either  disappear  altogether  or  they 
will  become  Jews." 

Maurice  Samuel  an  American  Jew,  boldly  says,  "Between  you  (all  mankind)  and 
Jews  lies  an  unbridgeable  gulf.  Ours  is  one  life — yours  another.  This  primal  dif- 
ference is  not  reconcilable.  It  is  abysmal.  Our  Jewishness  is  not  a  creed,  it  is  our 
totality.  A  Jew  is  a  Jew  in  everything,  we  cannot  conceive  of  a  duality,  religion  and 
life,  the  sacred  and  the  secular.  I  might  say  we  and  God  grew  up  together.  In  the 
heart  of  any  Jew,  God  is  a  Jew.  Jews  alone  understand  the  universality  of  God.  You 
might  say,  well  let  us  exist  side  by  side  and  tolerate  each  other,  but  you  and  us, 
the  two  are  not  merely  difierent,  we  are  opposed  in  mortal  enmity. 

In  your  world  a  man  should  be  loyal  to  his  country,  to  his  province,  to  his  city. 
To  the  Jews  naked  loyalty  is  an  incomprehensible  thing.  We  Jews  pay  little  atten- 
tion to  the  after  life.  We  thank  God  for  having  made  us  different  from  you.  Repudi- 
ation of  the  Jewish  religion  does  not  alter  the  Jew.  You  must  learn  to  dislike  and 
fear  the  modem  Jew  more  than  you  did  the  old  Jew.  The  modem  Jew  is  more  dan- 
gerous because  his  enmity  towards  you  is  very  active.  We  Jews  are  accused  of  being 
destroyer  [sic].  We  are  destroyers — even  in  the  instruments  of  destrustion  [sic]  we 
find  solace  and  relief.  Jews  will  remain  destroyer  [sic]  forever.  Nothing  you  do  will 
meet  our  demands". 

The  mentally  inflated  Jews,  with  all  the  energies  and  resources  which  they  had 
accumulated  during  their  centuries-old  mental  isolation  from  the  rest  of  mankind, 
entered  on  their  task  of  subjugate  the  whole  of  mankind,  the  whole  of  the  world. 
Hordes  of  Jews  from  Canaan,  Egypt,  West  Asiatic  and  Eastern  Mediterranian  [sic] 
countries  where  they  had  already  settled,  swept  over  the  continent  of  Europe  and 
the  adjoining  lands  to  trample  and  slay  everything  only  in  human  nature.  Wherever 
they  went,  they  spread  misery  corruption,  bloodshed  and  vices  hitherto  unknown. 

By  temperament  a  Jew  is  an  anti-producer,  neither  a  farmer  nor  an  industrialist 
nor  even  a  true  merchant.  He  is  an  intermediary,  always  fraudulent  and  paraisitic, 
who  operates  in  trade  as  in  philosophy,  by  means  of  falsification,  counterfeiting  and 
horse-dealing.  His  policy  in  economics  has  always  been  negative,  entirely  usurious, 
it  is  the  evil  principle,  Satan,  Abriman,  incamated  in  the  race  of  Sem. 

Many  of  the  greatest  politicians,  novelists,  poets,  playwrights,  revolutionaries,  his- 
torians, philosophers,  churchmen,  saints,  popes  and  others  nave  found  the  Jews  out 
and  have  given  warnings  about  them. 

In  the  past,  the  vast,  though  waste  and  barren  expanse  of  Russia,  coupled  with 
its  extremely  cold  climate,  necessitated  the  ensconcement  of  its  multi-racial  popu- 
lation in  either  big  urban  centres  or  tiny  hamlets  scattered  throughout  the  country, 
which  in  itself  was  almost  isolated  from  the  rest  of  the  world.  The  Russian  peasant 
was  dreamy,  good  natured,  unpractical  and  very  ignorant.  Hence,  this  tract  of  land 
was  the  easiest  lucrative  prey,  a  sitting  duck  for  the  extremely  clever,  calculative 
Jewish  hounds  which  ruthlessly  overran  and  controlled  the  whole  of  the  territory. 
It  was  loo  easy  for  the  Russian  peasant  to  accept  loan  which  the  tavern  keeper,  al- 
ways a  Jew,  offered  him  and  by  some  mysterious  method  of  calculation,  the  peasant 
was  always  a  debtor  and  the  Jew,  always  happy  to  accommodate  him  still  further 
on  the  same  terms.  N.  Kostomarov  in  his  book  Russian  History,  writes,  that  Bogdan 
Chmielnicki,  a  17th  century  Ukrainian  popular  leader  organised  the  Ukrainian 
peasants  movement  against  their  exploiters,  the  Jews,  who  charged  high  prices  for 
allowing  baptisms,  weddings  as  well  as  funeral  perforances  [sic]  in  the  Churches  lo- 
cated on  the  lands  under  Jewish  authorisation,  (to  be  continued) 
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